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home instead.
Become

As a Care Professional working at
Home Instead, you are more than a carer
to our clients, you are their support,
their safeguard, companion and friend.
That's why we take good care of you, so
you're able to deliver the best for them.
(Minimum one-hour visits).

Full-time and part-time guaranteed

028 9560 9910
info@downlisburn.homeinstead.co.uk

contracts, several shift patterns available.
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Cranfield, Murlough and Tyrella beaches are three of 16 sites across NI to earn the iconic Blue Flag Award.

CRANFIELD, MURLOUGH AND
TYRELLA BEACHES AWARDED
ICONIC BLUE FLAGS

Northern Ireland’s award-winning beaches and marinas have been revealed at a
ceremony at Belfast Harbour Office.

Keep Northern Ireland
Beautiful, who manage
the accreditations
locally, announced 22
winning sites across five
council areas.

Cranfield, Murlough
and Tyrella beaches in
our district are three

of 16 sites across
Northern  Ireland to
earn the iconic Blue

Flag Award - one of the
world’s most recognised
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awards for beaches and
marinas.
Winning sites met
international standards
in criteria  such as
safety, accessibility,
cleanliness,
environmental
education and, for
beaches, water quality.
A further 6 beaches
across NI received
Seaside Awards, the
UK’s mark of quality

that ensures visitors
are guaranteed to find
a clean, safe, attractive,
and well-managed
coastal stretch.

Newry, Mourne and
Down District Council
Chairperson, Councillor
Pete Byrne said, “The
Newry Mourne and
Down  coastline is
famous for its amazing
sandy beaches,
spectacular views, and

unique geology, ecology
and communities. | am
delighted that three
of our most beautiful
beaches, Tyrella,
Murlough and Cranfield

have once again
retained the  world-
renowned Blue Flag

accreditations.

Continued on
page 4

A RESIDENTIAL HOME
THAT REALLY CARES!

“Each tastefully decorated

bedroom offers complete
privacy where residents are
encouraged to express their

own personal tastes!”

TULLYWEST MANOR RESIDENTIAL HOME, TULLYWEST ROAD,
SAINTFIELD, BALLYNAHINCH BT21 7LX TEL: 028 97511 234

tullywestmanor@goo email.com
www.tullywestmanor.com
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‘N|p it in the Bud’
Cancer Campaign

NMDDC

is working in partnership

with the Farming Community Network
(FCN) and Macmillan Cancer Support
to raise awareness of cancer signs
and symptoms among the farming
community in the district.

The ‘Nip it in the Bud’
campaign encourages early
detection and a proactive
mindset towards getting
checked  regularly  and
aims at tackling cancer
inequalities and helping to
raise awareness of cancer
among those living in rural
communities.

Research from Newcastle
University* indicates that
people living in rural com-
munities often present with
more advanced cancer when
they are diagnosed and are
5% less likely to survive
than those living in an urban
environment.

Approximately 36% of
Northern Ireland’s popula-
tion lives in a rural area*
and this can create unique
challenges for accessing
services and support. The
evidence here is anecdotal;
however, there is a firm
belief amongst clinicians
- who are increasingly

concerned - that farmers
are hesitant to contact their
doctor until the late devel-
opment of the disease, the
outcome of which is then
generally less than positive.

Some of the signs and
symptoms of cancer - such
as prolonged pains, tired-
ness and fatigue - can be
missed or overlooked as
being ‘part of the job’ in
farming, forestry, fishing
and other rural industry. A
lack of time or availability
of services, particularly in
rural areas, can also make it
difficult to speak to a GP.

If you need support or
just want someone to talk
to, call the Macmillan Sup-
port Line for FREE on
0808 808 0000. For further
information including
downloads and information
sheets please visit the Farm-
ing  Community Network
website:  www.fcn.org.uk/
cancersupport/.
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PIZZA 1S OUR PASSION

YOU CAN ALSO ENJOY OUR SPECIALITY PASTA
DISHES, SALADS, BURGERS, WINGS OR GOLWONS
ALONG WITH A DELICIOUS RANGE OF SIDESI

DOWNLOAD OUR MOBILE APP

NOW RECRUITING ALL
LEVELS OF STAFF
FULL TRAINING GIVEN
CALL FOR FURTHER DETAILS

Available on the |

. App Store |
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Camp Out for Someone!
Get together for a Night
under the Stars to
Support Action Mental
Health!

On Friday, June 20th, 2025, people across East Down and beyond will come
together with friends and loved ones, to “Camp Out for Someone’, a unique
fundraising event in support of Action Mental Health.

Whether it’s wild
camping in the great
outdoors or setting up a
tent in the back garden,
participants will take part
in an unforgettable night
under the stars, embracing
the power of nature and
community.

Timed to coincide with
the  Summer  Solstice
on Saturday, June 21st,
this event is designed to
bring  people  together,
encouraging  them  to
wake up with the sunrise
and make the most of the
longest day of the year.
Through participation,
fundraising, and social
media engagement,
supporters will help raise
awareness and vital funds
for mental health services experiences online using  unforgettable night under  welcome the longest day

across Northern Ireland. #campoutforsomeone and  the stars and a chance to  together and shine a light
Participants are  #iamsomeone, amplifying  make a real difference. on mental health!
encouraged to set up the message of mental Sign up today, camp out For more information
their bespoke fundraising wellbeing and community — and raise funds to help about this event or to
page when they register  support. us support someone who  register, visit www.amh.

and then share their Get together for an  needs our services. Let’s  org.uk

Warrenpoint Extends a
Warm Welcome to Le Boreéal
Cruise Ship and Guests

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council, in partnership with Warrenpoint
Harbour Authority and Warrenpoint, Burren and Rostrevor (WBR) Chamber of
Commerce, was proud to welcome the luxury cruise ship Le Boréal to the port of
Warrenpoint on Tuesday 20 May, as part of its voyage around the British Isles.

This high-profile
visit marks a
significant milestone in
Warrenpoint’s  growing
reputation as a premier
cruise destination. It also
showcases  the  rising
popularity of the Mourne
Gullion Strangford
Geopark, which continues
to draw increasing
numbers of international
visitors to the region.

Operated by French
luxury cruise line Ponant,
Le Boréal brought over
200 passengers to explore
the unique natural and
cultural  treasures  of
the district, including Newry, Mourne and Down District Council Chairperson, Councillor Pete Byrne
the  majestic  Mourne pictured with (L to R) Captain Malo B , David Hol Warrenpoint Harbour
Mountains, the Ring of Authority Chief Executive and Michael Young Harbour Master Warrenpoint Port and
Gullion, and the scenic Daniel Ramsey GAC Belfast Ships Agent.

shores  of  Strangford - - ] —
Lough. Visitors enjoyed Le Boréal and its guests as a world-class tourism include Warrenpoint in

curated excursions and to Warrenpoint and our  destination.” their itineraries. Cruise
experiences that highlight ~ spectacular Mourne Warrenpoint ~ Harbour  calls like this bring
the region’s rich heritage, ~ Gullion Strangford  Authority Chief  real value to our local
culture and warm local Geopark. The rising  Executive, David Holmes economy and help us tell
hospitality. number of cruise visits said, “It is a great theincredible story of this
Newry, Mourne and to our shores reflects pleasure to welcome Le  region to the world.”

Down District Council growing global interest Boréal to Warrenpoint. For more
Chairperson, Councillor  in our unique landscapes, ~We have invested in information on local
Pete Byrne said, “Newry rich heritage and warm  making our port cruise-  tourism experiences,

Mourne and  Down hospitality. This visit is ready and are delighted please  visit: — www.
District  Council was another step forward in  to see those efforts paying  visitmournemountains.
delighted to welcome positioning our district ~ off as more luxury vessels  co.uk
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The Blind Spot is a well-established blinds and
shutters company in Belfast. With over 30 years of
experience in the business, manufacturing and
fitting, we work closely with our clients to achieve
the best results. Whether you're looking for

i\ Santa Fe shutters or Roman blinds,
:\\ we have got you covered.
f s

VERTICAL BLINDS

3 windows starting from £99!
ROLLERS - from £30!
VENETIANS - from £35!

FREE measuring
and fitting service
FREE estimates with no obligation

FAST TURNAROUND

we have a wide range of stock
for fast turnaround

i

Ou,
Cups,. .

Top quality

Santa Fe shutters
We supply Santa Fe shutters that
add a touch of style to your home.
Choose from our range of shutters
and create a unique set of finish
that is designed especially for you.
Our services are available in
Greater Belfast and surrounding
areas. We provide a free quotation
and can guarantee that you will
get the finished look you will love
at a price that is competitive.

Unit 4 East Belfast Enterprise Park, Belfast,BT5 4GX ‘
T:028 9059 5255 | E: theblindspot@mail.com
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Council Celebrates Positive
Ageing in the District

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council alongside the Public Health Agency,
South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust, County Down Rural Community
Network, Volunteer Now and members of the Down Senior Forum came together
to support the district’s older residents by hosting a Positive Aging Expo in
Downpatrick Leisure Centre.

The event was designed
to mirror the successful
and long running annual
Positive Ageing Event.

The purpose of the
event was to raise
awareness of the services
available  across  the
district for older residents.
It provided event
attendees the opportunity
to enjoy fun activities and
demonstrations,  whilst
having a cuppa and a chat.
Refreshments and lunch
were provided for the
120 people that attended.
The Council partnered
with 25 community and
voluntary  organisations
who attended the event
to provide information
stands, health and
hearing checks, and the
opportunity to participate
in physical activity taster
sessions including Line
Dancing, Pilates and
Strength and Balance.

The event was an
opportunity to recognise,
highlight, celebrate
and promote the many
positive aspects of
growing old and the very
valuable contribution that
the over 50s continue

Newry, Mourne and
Down District Council
Deputy Chairperson,
Councillor David Lee-
Surginor officially
opened the Positive Aging
Expo with an opening
speech, alongside Danny
Sinclair, Head of Health
Improvement at the South
Eastern Health and Social
Care Trust, and Alannah
Brennan the Council’s
Health Inequalities
Officer.

Newry, Mourne and

Councillor David Lee-
Surginor said, “Today
is testament to our
ongoing commitment
to celebrating and
supporting  our  older
residents. Events
like today are part
of a broader effort to
provide older people
with  opportunities  to
engage in activities and
services that support their
well-being and social
inclusion. We and our
partners are committed to
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y f who are deaf
have hearing
$s or tinnitus,

residents are celebrated
and supported in a place
where they can flourish
as they age, and lead
healthy,  active  and
engaged lives.”

For more information
on Newry, Mourne and
Down District Council’s
Age Friendly Strategy
and Action Plan, please
visit our website www.
newrymournedown.org/
health-and-wellbeing or
contact Tara Smyth our
Age Friendly Coordinator
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' Designer
Door Co.

Heritage Collection (Steel look)
The Designer Door Company specialises in designing and installing high-quality

windows, doors, sunrooms and conservatories for homes throughout Northern
Ireland.

252 Upper Newtownards Road. Belfast - BT4 3EU

to make within our Down District Council fostering an age-friendly via email Tara.smyth@

i //desi 90-99
community. Deputy Chairperson,  community where older —nmandd.org. & https://designerdoorcompany.com/ © 02890-996009

TRADE PRICES
EXPERT ADVICE
TOP BRANDS

CEW

Century Electrical Wholesale

LIGHTING ®

HEATING & VENTILATION
CABLE _

CCTV, FIRE & SECURITY &
WIRING ACCESSORIES ¢

CABLE MANAGEMENT ™
SWITCHGEAR & DISTRIBUTION 4
RENEWABLES ®f

TOOLS %X

SAY HELLO TO YOUR
NEW DOWNPATRICK BRANCH

T VISIT US AT: 49 CHURCH ST, DOWNPATRICK BT30 6EH

€@ OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8AM - 5PM

02844330331 B downpatrick@centuryelectrical.co.uk (9 centuryelectrical.co.uk




Page 4 East Down Advertiser

LOOKING TO BUY

Modest dwelling (2 beds+)
with 4+ acres (can be hilly ground)

Anywhere in N Ireland
Call Luke on
07966 729775

To discuss anything you might want to sell.

DOWNPATRICK
GOLF CENTRE

TEE TURF
MATS NOW
INSTALLED!

EVERYONE'S TALKING ABOUT OUR SPECIAL OFFERS
Including Happy Hour
(5-6pm, Mon-Fri, 50% more balls for your money)
And our Lunchtime Special
(12-2pm, Mon-Fri, 50% more balls for your money)
Check our website for details!

Summer Opening Hours: 9am-9pm Mon-Sun
www.downpatrickgolfcenire.com
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CASTLEWELLAN PEACE MAZE
BENEFITS FROM INAUGURAL CROSS-

Park recently.

The group of 30
students and  staff
worked in mixed teams
alongside park staff to
carry out maintenance
on the Peace Maze
and afterwards, the
visitors were treated
to a guided tour of the
park and arboretum
by former CAFRE
students and Head
Gardener, Alwyn

Ear Wax Removal

by

Micro-Suction

Qualified hearing aid audiologist

BORDER' |

ORTICULTURAL

STUDENT VISIT

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council was delighted to welcome horticulture teachers and students from the College of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise (CAFRE) and Teagasc College of Horticulture (Teagasc), Dublin, to Castlewellan Forest

Sinnamon.

This cross-border
initiative was driven
by the educational
leaders of both
organisations, who
have consistently
championed
collaboration in land-
based education and
training.

The colleges joined
forces at Castlewellan
Forest Park,
chosen for its
internationally
renowned arboretum.

Newry, Mourne
and Down District
Council  Chairperson,
Councillor Pete
Byrne said, “As
we embark on the

25th anniversary of
the Peace Maze it
is fitting that this

cross-border group of
students and staff came
together to maintain
the maze symbolising
the harmony that has

developed across
the island of Ireland
since  the  signing

of the Good Friday

Agreement in 1998.
The maze itself
was a huge cross-
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pport

Pick up your FREE copy at:

Smyths Centre
12 Railway Street, Newcastle,
BT33 OAL

Carlisles Petrol Station
105 Belfast Road, Ballynahinch,
BT24 SFF

Donard Service Station
76 Crossgar Road, Ballynahinch,
BT24 8XS

Maxol Service Station
11a Crossgar Road, Saintfied,
BT24 7AS

Todays Local
133 Main Street, Dundrum, BT33 OLX

Brennans Dundrum
12 Main Street, Dundrum, BT33 OLU

Brennans Seaforde
149 Newcastle Road, Seaforde,
BT30 SPL

Ballykinlar Filling Station,
75 Commons Road, Ballykinlar,
BT30 8DQ

Wilsons Annsborough Stores
44 Ballylough Road, Castlewellan,
BT31 9NN

Lennons Spar
1 Newcastle Road, Castlewellan,
BT31 9DP

Ballymote Supervalu
40 Killough Road, Downpatrick,
BT30 6PY

Costcutters
112 Market Street, Downpatrick,
BT40 6LZ

Day Today
14a Scotch Street, Downpatrick,
BT30 6AQ

Gibney Stores
68 Stream Street, Downpatrick,
BT30 6DF

Spar Foodstore Connolly’s
61-63 Edward Street, Downpatrick, BT30 6JH

Tels Confectionary
30 St Patricks Avenue, Downpatrick,
BT30 6DW

Connolly’s Vivo Essentials
18 Downpatrick Road, Strangford,
BT30 7LZ

Mace
2 Downpatrick Street, Strangford,
BT30 7LZ

Supervalu Crossgar
1 Downpatrick Road, Crossgar, BT30 9EW

community effort,
with 4,000 school
children participating

in its design, and we
are delighted that it
is still enjoyed by
visitors to the district
every day. We
are  honoured that
Castlewellan Forest
Park  was  chosen
for this inaugural
collaborative
educational trip
between  the  two
horticulture colleges.”
The maze was
planted between
1999 to 2001 and
comprises of 6,000
yew trees, many of
which were planted
by people from all
over Northern Ireland.
The maze covers 2.7
acres (11,000 square
meters) with a hedge

length of over 2 miles
(3,550 meters) a path
length of 3,147 metres,
which is a large area

for management.
The students were
given an overview

of the history of the
Peace Maze and then

worked in  mixed
teams to carry out
maintenance work

clearing brambles and
weeding.

The Castlewellan
arboretum along with
the Grange buildings
are  undergoing a
significant restoration

and renovation
project funded
by  The National
Lottery Heritage Fund.
The Castlewellan
Historic Demesne
project is due to

be  completed by

J.MCcALEENAN LTD.
HARDWARE & D.l.Y

Stocks a wide range of everyday hardware, timber,
building supplies, plumbing, electrics and more.

RDVICE THAT IS SECOND TO NONE
10a Church Street, Banbridge
028 4066 0881

Celebrating 20 years in business

S
’. Find us onf

The Wool Den

| Contact:

\ Elizabeth
1078 3337 1000

Tues to Fri 10am-Spm %
Sat 10am-2pm e
’

3 Chilton Drive, B:‘f{{rnzhfm'h
|

September 2025.
After their hard
work, the students
were rewarded with
a tour of the site by
Aidan  and Marc,
former CAFRE

students, who trained
at the arboretum as
placement students
and went on to secure
fixed term contracts.

Head Gardener,
Alwyn Sinnamon,
said, “We currently
have  four  degree
students who are
completing their
work placements with
us at the Annesley
Walled Gardens
and it is vital that
we continue to
educate  others on
the importance of
Castlewellan Forest
Park. It is always a

delight to show the
next generation of
horticulturalists ~ our
unique collection here
and to discuss its on-
going care.”

You do not have
to be a horticultural
student to help care
for the wonderful
trees and plants at
Castlewellan, there
are volunteering
opportunities suitable
for all abilities. If
you are interested
in volunteering
to help the
maintenance of
the maze or other
aspects of the
arboretum, please
register your
interest at  www.
visitmournemountains.
co.uk/castlewellan-
historic-demesne.

Continued from
page 1

The maintenance and
development of these sites
relies on the consistent hard
work and care of countless
Council teams, commu-
nity groups and volunteers.
I would like to personally
thank and congratulate them
all on their contributions to-
ward these awards. | encour-
age all of our residents to
safely and responsibly enjoy
our coastline this Summer,
taking care to follow ‘Leave
no Trace’ principles and play
an important part in upkeep-
ing the high standards for
which we are now being
awarded.”

Eric Randall, CEO of
Keep  Northern Ireland
Beautiful said, “We are

extremely pleased that 22
beaches and marinas are be-
ing recognised with either
a Blue Flag or a Seaside
Award. Northern Ireland can
rightly be proud of the amaz-
ing beaches and marinas we

have to enjoy. Our offering
is world class, and the public
can be assured of an excel-
lent experience when they
visit one of these sites.

As we recognise these
areas, we need to take steps
to protect them for future
generations. All parts of
government and  society
must proactively adopt ap-
proaches that reverse the
devastating impact of the cli-
mate emergency and ensure
that these areas thrive into
the future.” Award-winning
beaches will now have their
respective flags in place for
this year’s bathing season. In
the event that water quality
is not safe for members of
the public to swim in the wa-
ter, Blue Flags and Seaside
Awards Flags are lowered
until the water is safe to
swim in.

Blue Flag Marinas, which
are not designated bathing
waters, fly their flags all year
round.

For more information,
please visit www.keepnorth-
ernirelandbeautiful.org.
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Volunteer Celebration
Afternoon Tea to Shine a
Light on Local Heroes

As his year in office draws to a close, Newry, Mourne and Down District Council
Chairperson, Councillor Pete Byrne has announced a special event to recognise and
celebrate some of the dedicated volunteers and community groups he has been
fortunate enough to engage with across the district.

The “Together We
Shine’ afternoon tea will
take place on Friday 30
May at the Whistledown
Hotel,  Warrenpoint  and
attending will be some of the
incredible volunteers from
organisations that champion
inclusion,  diversity and
community support.

Throughout his term, the
Chairperson has advocated
inclusion and  supported
marginalised and vulnerable
groups. He has highlighted
the powerful impact of local
initiatives, from inclusive
youth  programmes  to
community efforts such as
the Green Spaces Growing
Project and the Men’s Shed
programmes, which promote
wellbeing, connection, and
opportunity for all.

Speaking ahead of
the event, Chairperson,
Councillor Pete Byrne said,
“This past year, | have had
the privilege of meeting
some of the district’s
unsung heroes—volunteers,
community  leaders and
organisations who  work
tirelessly to support others.
Their work is inspiring, and
this event is a small token
of appreciation for their

incredible contributions.”
Councillor Byrne’s
chosen charity for his term
in office is Cuan Mhuire,
which provides residential
rehabilitation and support
for individuals  battling
addiction. Speaking
about the work they do,
Chairperson Councillor
Byrne said, “The work that
Cuan Mhuire does is life-

changing—and, in many
cases, lifesaving. Crucially,
the  organisation  relies
heavily on the generosity
and dedication of volunteers.
Without them, Cuan Mhuire
simply could not function”.
The ‘“Together We
Shine’ event will be an
opportunity for volunteers
and organisations across the
district to come together,

reflect on their achievements
and celebrate the strength of
community spirit.

He continued, “I am truly
honoured to support and
shine a light on the work
being done by our local
volunteers. | look forward
to meeting many of you at
this event and personally
thanking you for your
dedication and service.”
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BELFAST
GLASGOW

Coach & Sail @

From Belfast Grand Central Station

Book your trip today!
www.hannoncoach.com
Tel: 028 9265 0700

As a local family-run recycling business with over 20 years
experience we can offer you fast, reliable and cost effective
recycling solutions for your domestic or business needs.
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Recycling Services Deliveries Mans With Van Load While You Wait Same Day NIEA Approved
ervice

At Mark skip hire we
offer a same day
delivery & collection
service

Mark Skip Hire has
been approved by
the Northern
Ireland Environment
Agency

Mark Skip Hire also
offers a Load while
you wait service

We work with both
business and domestic
clients, no job is too
large or small.

We can deliver a
variety of materials
to you by either
tractor and dump
trailer or by
skip lorry.

We can load the waste
for the customer and
remove it immediately.
Ideal for garage /shed
clearouts, house
removals

Need a skip? We can deliver today! (Mon-Sat) in the following areas :
¢ Kilkeel * Newcastle ®* Castlewellan * Downpatrick ®* Rostrevor ®* Warrenpoint ®* Newry

Phone Phone Email

07736 686 144 02841764 348 markskiphire@gmail.com
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INCLUSIVE JOB FAIR OPENS DOORS TO NEW

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

If you are looking for a new job, thinking about a career change, or just exploring your next steps, do not miss the Newry, Mourne and Down Job Fair on Thursday 19
June 2025, at the Canal Court Hotel, Newry.
o —

g N

Annaginny Fishery

& Caravan Park Farm
40B Annaginny Road, Newmills, Dungannon, BT71 4DZ
Tel: 028 87 747808 Mob: 07922276445
Email: leonabraham551@gmail.com
(o Tyrones very own Caravan Park & Camp Site with wild animals from all
over the world, fishing with the fishing shop, lessons available on request,
BBQ Facilities, Picnic tables, childrens play park & ride the ginny train!

O Cow, 2

Equestrian Waste Removals
corm
NORTHERN IRELAND'S LEADING EQUESTRIAN
WASTE REMOVAL COMPANY.

= SKIP HIRE

Hosted by  Newry,
Mourne and Down Labour
Market  Partnership, in
collaboration with Cross
Border Partnership
Employment Services,
the event brings together
up to 60 local employers
actively recruiting for a
wide range of roles. The
Job Fair is free to attend on
a drop-in basis from 10am
to 1pm and job seekers are
encouraged to bring copies
of an up-to-date CV to
provide to employers.

Labour Market
Partnerships, which create
targeted employment
action plans for council
areas, are funded by
the Department  for
Communities, and allow
for collaboration at local
and regional level to
support people towards
and into work.

Whether
searching for

you are
full-time,

part-time, flexible,
or casual work, there
are  opportunities in
manufacturing, hospitality,
finance, transport,
professional services, and
many other sectors, with
businesses ranging from
global companies to local
family-run enterprises.
Now in its fourth year,
the Job Fair continues
to be a key event for job
seekers across the district,
offering the chance to
meet  employers  face-
to-face, hand out your
CV, and learn about job
opportunities that match
your skills and interests.
New for 2025, to create
a more accessible and
comfortable experience for
everyone, this year’s event
will include a Quiet Hour
from 1lam to 12noon.
During this time, lighting
will be softer, and noise
will be kept to @ minimum

to  support individuals
with sensory sensitivities,
anxiety, or anyone who
may benefit from a calmer
environment. A quiet room
will also be available for
anyone who wishes to step
out of the Job Fair into

a quieter environment.
Employers and support
services will still be

available to engage during
this time.

Newry, Mourne and
Down District Council
Chairperson,  Councillor
Pete Byrne, encouraged
residents to take advantage
of the opportunity, saying,
“We are proud to support
an event that not only
connects  job  seekers
with real opportunities
but also prioritises
inclusivity. The
addition of a Quiet
Hour at this year’s Job
Fair ensures a welcoming
and comfortable

“ partne’ a3
2

ket

environment for everyone
— including those with

sensory sensitivities
or who may feel
overwhelmed in  busy
settings. | encourage

anyone looking for work,
thinking about a career
change, or seeking advice
to come along and take
advantage of the wide
range of support and

opportunities available at
the Job Fair.”

In addition to meeting
employers, attendees can
receive free, one-to-one
support on job searching,
CV writing, and interview
preparation from local
support organisations
including the NI Careers
Service, Clanrye Group,
and local Further

Education Colleges.
Representatives ~ from
Newry, Mourne and Down
Labour Market Partnership
will also be on hand to
provide information on
employment support
programmes and
initiatives  designed to
help individuals into work
and assist businesses with
recruitment and training.

* PIT EMPTYING SERVICE
Tel: 07748 771990

The course itself dlsplgys wvery tight
fairways and c’hallenglng greens’
and a'goodtest for any golfer.

> - - t.
231 Derryboye Road, Crossgar, Downpatrick, BT30 9DL

Telephone: +44 (0)28 4483 1523
Email: crossgargolfclub@gmail.com

Refurbishment Works to Get Underway at Kilkeel Leisure Centre

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council is set to commence with the planned refurbishment of Kilkeel Leisure Centre.

This major refurbishment
project, is due to
commence in July 2025 and
will see the modernisation
of key areas of the facility,
creating a more welcoming
and up-to-date Centre for
all users. The works are
expected to take 12 months

to complete.
Residents  can look
forward to  enhanced

facilities at Kilkeel Leisure
Centre, including:
* Upgraded Reception

area for centre users

» Extended state-of-the-
art health and fitness gyms
and equipment

* New studio space for
group fitness classes

e Upgrades to pool
facilities and new changing
lockers

* Enhanced family wet
and dry changing facilities

¢ Enhanced wet and
dry accessible changing
facilities

. Ample parking,

including accessible spaces
and cycle parking

Given the scale of works,
Kilkeel Leisure Centre will
be closed throughout the
refurbishment, however,
alternative facilities are
available for residents in

Newry Leisure Centre,
Newcastle Centre, Down
Leisure Centre and
Ballymote ~ Sports  and
Wellbeing Complex.
Newry, Mourne
and Down District

Council
Councillor

Chairperson,
Pete  Byrne
said, “By investing
£3.3million in first-class
facilities, the  Council
is ensuring the people
of Newry, Mourne and
Down have access to the
very best leisure facilities
within our district.

“As a Council we are
committed to continue to
improve the health and
wellbeing  of  everyone
in the district and reduce

health inequalities. The
planned refurbishment of
Kilkeel Leisure Centre
will be more inclusive
and accessible for people
of all ages and abilities,
ensuring that everyone
can participate in leisure
activities and that we
continue to cater to diverse
community needs.”

The Council
acknowledges  that  the
redevelopment  will  be
disruptive  for  Kilkeel

Leisure Centre users during
the period of construction
and has planned for
alternative leisure provision
across our other Leisure
Centres within the district
for users.

Further updates regarding
the  refurbishment  of
Kilkeel Leisure Centre will
be provided through our
website, NMD Be Active
app, social media channels
and the local press in due
course.

DIRECTORS LTD

"Our family is here to look after your
family when you need us most"

Proud WINNERS of Lifetime
Service Award AND lndapandant
Funeral Director Funeral Awardsj
of the Year at NORTHERM IELAND 2004 |

For personal service from an

INDEPENDENT

family owned business call

KEMN GILMORE Dip.F.D.

028 9187 2949

Serving all areas 24 hours a day

365 days a year since 1987

SEATING

PRE PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
H ted, g 2 i 4 Ind

Gilmore Funeral Di

FUNERAL SERVICE I!
100+ WITH RESTROOMS
LIVE STREAM AVAILABLE

Golden Charter * Pre arrange or pre pay for

www.gilmore-funeraldirectors.co.uk | 1 Kilinchy Street Comber BT23 S5AP

GILMORE FUNERAL £&

peace of mind with an
ependent Funeral Director

LTD is an appointed ref

Registered
Registered Office: One Fleet Place, Lumscmma

Mourne Gullion Strangford Welcomes Travel
Professional to Discover its Hidden Gems

Representatives from the UK travel trade enjoyed a recent visit to Mourne Gullion Strangford Geopark
as part of a familiarisation (fam) trip organised by Tourism Ireland Great Britian and Tourism Northern

Ireland.

These  two  leading
organisations, responsible
for developing and
marketing tourism across
the island of Ireland,
joined forces to design
the trip with the Mourne
Gullion Strangford
Geopark to expand product
offerings and increase

<o

Dominic Mclnemey

SOLICITORS
Extablished 1798

surrounding areas.

handled personally

Divorce/sFamily
Matters

Personal Injury

Telephone 02

Domini nern A

Email: |

Dominic Mclnerney Solicitors is a successful,
solicitors based in Newcastle County Down serving Newcastle and

Wills & Estates

8 4372 5238

Main

Street, Newcastle,
. | www.dominicmcinerney.co.uk

private firm of

We offer our clients a personal service, where all cases are
by Dominic Mclnerney.

Conveyancing

BT33 OAE

visitor spend to this
unique destination, rich in
natural beauty and outdoor
adventure.

The outdoor activity
and adventure-focused
visit ~ showcased  the
area’s exceptional

tourism potential through
immersive  experiences.
From seaweed foraging,
wild river dipping to
electric bike rides,
participants received
hands-on insight into
the region’s diverse and
marketable experiences.

This fam trip is a
strategic step by Tourism
Ireland  Great  Britian

and Tourism  Northern
Ireland to deepen travel
trade awareness and equip
agents  with  firsthand
knowledge to better sell
the region as a premier
outdoor destination. The
itinerary was designed
to inspire new packages
and itineraries, ultimately
supporting local tourism
providers and increasing
footfall to the region.

On  welcoming  the
group, Newry, Mourne
and Down District Council
Chairperson,  Councillor
Pete Byrne said, “We are
delighted to be involved
in this fantastic initiative

GUITARTUITION

« Beginners to improvers
« Mature adults a speciality
« No music knowledge required

« Convenient to Saintfield, Crossgar,
Killyleagh, Ballygowan & Killinchy

Fulfill your ambitions, contact David on

02844 830 843 or 07926 781535

from  Tourism Ireland
Great Britian and Tourism
Northern Ireland. Mourne
Gullion Strangford is an
area of outstanding natural
beauty, culture, heritage
and adventure. By giving
travel ~professionals the
chance to experience it
for themselves, we are
ensuring  our  unique
landscapes and welcoming
communities are firmly
placed on the map for UK
visitors. This fam trip is
an important investment
in our region’s tourism
future.”

Participants ~ felt  the
warm  hospitality  of

the  region’s  tourism
providers, experienced
accommodation
options tasted the local
cuisine and  engaged
with  local experiences
ensuring a well-rounded
understanding  of  the
area’s tourism assets and

potential.

The fam trip reflects
growing  demand  for
sustainable and nature-
based travel, and it
reinforces the strategic
importance  of Mourne

Gullion Strangford as a
cornerstone of Northern
Ireland’s outdoor tourism
appeal.

BARNEY’S SHOE REPAIR

10 Church Street, Ballynahinch, BT24 8AF
Telephone' 028197 56 5949

Straps Replace
= Engraving (plague:

Repair = Zip Replacemen '._t}:.'r leathiet

) Now Available

qpmes Supplled

es)l e Leather Goods
00ds & Handbags)

¢ Key Cutting = Security!KeysiCuts Spare Car Keys Cut
Pick up pointiin'Dromore at|Glean and Classy
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Young Adults Shine and Celebrate

Ireland’s Fossil Heritage with Local
School Children

One of the best ways for children to learn is from their peers, and the Mourne
Gullion Strangford Geopark Team saw this in action recently when they were on the
road delivering interactive workshops about Ireland’s Fossil Heritage.

Developed by The
University College
Cork, the workshops
explored how fossils
are formed, Ireland’s
ancient timeline and
how mass extinctions
occur.

Volunteer
from St

students
Colmcilles,
Crossgar, Assumption
Grammar School,
Ballynahinch,
St Malachy’s
Castlewellan and
Our Lady’s Grammar
School, Newry all
went through training
to empower them to
deliver workshops
to the local primary
schools in their area.

Newry, Mourne

and Down District

Council  Chairperson, . . - -

Councillor Pete  enthusiasm and  Fossil Heritage, said, Gullion Strangford
Byrne said, “Mourne commitment to createa “Ireland has amazing Geopark! These Kits
Gullion Strangford  meaningful experience fossil heritage that allow local students
Geopark’s rich  for the younger acts as a remarkable to dive into thrilling
ecological diversity students. They made gateway science and hands-on activities,
is underpinned by its the workshops come a valuable source exploring everything
geological heritage, alive and created fun of inspiration and from fossilisation to
and we want to inspire and educational games  curiosity about environmental change.
the next generation of around the topics they the natural world We are honoured that

geologists, ecologists  were teaching.” and STEM. We are the student volunteers

and palaeontologists. Jess Franklin, thrilled to share our gave their time to
I am amazed by the Senior Engagement new STEM activity deliver our  fossil
volunteer student’s Officer with Ireland’s kits  with ~ Mourne themed activities.”

Frenchs
Cafe & Bistro

Bistro Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Th-ursday 10am -4pm;
Friday & Saturday 9-8.30pm; Sunday 9am-6pm | Monday Closed
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH OUR WEEKLY
SPECIALS ON FACEBOOK

.;/\

BREAKFAST LUNCH DINNER

Tl ate your /u_zz clion /1'12 er

OUTSTANDING

« Birthday Parties
» Weddings
« Anniversary Celebrations

OUTSIDE +F ral & Remembr
CATERING . CLIISSS? Corp%raet? Evae?'nig

2 Castlewellan Road, Clough, BT30 8RD | Tel: (028) 44811703
frenchsbistroclough@gmail.com f
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#smallschoolbigimpact
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The staff and pupils
of St Matthew's PS

would like to wish all

our P7 pupils the best |

of luck as tl](’}.-' move

to their new schools.

We will miss you.

Please call our office for a
digital copy of our prospectus.

Q@ 028 406 50311

27 Dollys Brae, Castlewellan,
BT31 9AZ

© info@magheramayo.castlewellan.ni.sch.uk
@stmatthewsmagheramayo
www.stmatthewsmagheramayo.com

.

* Fuel with spacious forecourt
* Household fuel® Butchery

* Hot Food Deli ® Lottery * Off License
* Wide choice of quality fresh foods

* Post Office * Free ATM

Real Food Real People 2

Call 028 44 831088

1 Downpatrick Road, Crossgar, BT30 9EQ
bellscrossgar@supervulu.co.uk
Opening Hours
Monday - Sunday
06:00 - 23:00

Bell's

SuperVaIu

Crossgar

Like us on Facebook to keep up
to date with our latest offers

f
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WHY ‘GROWING WILD’
CAN BE AWIN FOR
ALL!

JV Allister outlines the ways in which Social Housing Landlords are helping

conserve nature.

I love nature, and have
done since | was a child,
and enjoy observing and
writing about what | see
and learn...from spiders
to buzzards, from fungi to
mighty  oaks...but these
days I'm also aware,
indeed always aware, of
what intrudes on my love
and enjoyment: the serious
damage to our natural
world, right here in NI, and
the consequential decline in
wildlife.

It’s not just that some
birds or butterflies we took
for granted a few years
back are scarce or restricted
to specialist habitats and
protected places, but that
there’s an overall ongoing
decline in the numbers
of almost all previously
common species, such as
wild bees, moths at night
and a whole range of flies.

It’s important to
emphasise that the decline
or loss of species is not
something to be mourned
for itself, but the impact
on other wildlife in our
deeply connected natural
environment, and ultimately
on us and our food supply.

It’s easy to despair about
the situation, but my hope
rises when | see positive
change being led by people

Residents of Mor

yM

I

in Bangor in their Conservation garden

and organisations that can
make a difference, to help
stop and reverse the decline.

Step  forward  social
housing landlords!

With leadership
from  Alpha  Housing,
my landlord, and the
Housing Executive, social
landlords including many
housing associations have
committed to make their
grounds maintenance
practices nature-friendly...
changes to mowing regimes
to let native flowers
flourish, for instance..., to

work with tenants on a wide
range of habitat creation
and activities, and ensure
that nature is literally built
into new developments.
Indeed, Alpha Housing is
deepening its commitment
by creating water features,
so important to wildlife,
including a beautiful pond
at its Montgomery site in

Bangor.

The commitment and
importance of  social
housing providers  to
nature  recovery  can’t
be overstated, not least

Hot Food Bar
By award winning chef
Paul Cunningham

CHAMPIONING
THE BEST OF
ORGANIC, LOCAL,
SEASONAL
PRODUCE

169 Main Street, Dundrum,
Newcastle, United Kingdom

Tel: 028 4375 8436

SEOPTTRe

because they are among the
largest landowners in NI,
but I hope that others will
follow, for example health
and education authorities, to
at least sustain nature while
we await positive change in
rules on development and
farming practices.

Maybe it’s no longer
despair but hope that many
participants and partners
will join in the fight...
because it is a fight...to
rescue nature in this lovely
place we call home.

JVA
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HAVE YOU PLANNED
YOUR SUMMER
CHILDCARE?

With brighter nights upon us, many working parents are starting to think about
their summer childcare plans.

mplo

yers

For Childcare

Additional childcare
costs over the school
summer holidays can put
a significant added strain
on already stretched family
finances.

Find out what financial
support is available

There is help available
with the cost of registered
childcare,  which  can
include some  summer
schemes, as well as year
round providers such as
registered childminders,
out of school clubs and day
nurseries. For example,
parents may use Universal
Credit, Childcare Vouchers
or Tax-Free Childcare and
the NI Childcare Subsidy
Scheme to help meet their
bills. Ahead of the summer
now is a good time to
make sure your family is
receiving all the financial
support you are entitled to.

Increased support through
Universal Credit and the NI
Childcare Subsidy Scheme

In the Spring budget

the Chancellor confirmed
an increase in support for
childcare costs through
Universal  Credit  that
applies for families across
the UK.

The maximum support
that can be received
towards childcare costs
over this summer is £1,031
per month for one child
and £1,768 for two or more

children.
In Northern  Ireland,
the  Education  Minister

announced a 10% increase
to the maximum amount of
support that can be claimed
through the NI childcare
Subsidy Scheme to £184
per month per child, or
£376 per month of the child
has a disability.

With  these increases
in support available, it is
important to check that you
are receiving the best form
of support for your family’s
circumstances.

Finding suitable childcare

The  Family  Support

NI website WWW.
familysupportni.gov.
uk is a useful resource
for families looking for
registered childcare and
includes a search function
for all registered childcare
providers across Northern
Ireland, including summer
schemes.
Alternative
arrangements
Talk to your employer
to see if they can facilitate
alternative  or  flexible
working patterns if you
find it challenging to
manage childcare over the

working

summer.

Flexible working
arrangements can  take
various forms for example
part-time working,

compressed hours (working
your agreed hours over
fewer days), job sharing or
term-time only working.
Further information
To find out more about

what  financial ~ support
you are entitled to with
your summer childcare,

contact our Family Benefits
Advice Service on 028
9267 8200 or email hello@
employersforchildcare.org.

* NCR BOOKS/PADS »

PPENB‘&

;

MEDIA
INVOICE BOOKS

ALL FORMS OF BUSINESS STATIONERY

Compliment Slips

Business Cards | Letterheads

e STICKERS/LABELS
* MENUS

e DESIGN

SERVICE

¥ Please email
infoldcomplexprintmedia.com

- W

Ror call 02890 394141

e PROMOTIONAL LEAFLETS/FLYERS

for a free con‘s'ﬁltatnon and a no obligation quote.

PROVIDING A PERSONAL SERVICE
MANAGING YOUR PRINTING NEEDS
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Ear

Wax
Removal

It opened its doors to
its first residents on 17th
March 1989. The aim is
to provide high quality
services catering  for
the individual needs of
each resident, ensuring
that privacy, dignity and
respect of each resident
is maintained at all times.

Residents coming into
care here encouraged to
maintain their normal
social interests, hobbies
and outings with relatives
and friends as well as
participate in activities
and outings arranged by
the home

Residents views and
suggestions  for  social
activities, outings are

Samuel Lew
BOOK your free home or office hearing test NOW

Is earing Aids
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124 Orby Drive, Belfast BT5 6BB * Tel: 028 9079 6555 « www.samuellewis-belfast.co.uk

TULLYWEST MANOR IS CELEBRATING
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Tullywest Manor is situated in a beautiful rural setting, overlooking the hills, lakes and farmlands of the Co. Down countryside.

sought at  Resident
meetings and actioned if
appropriate

Tullywest Manor
features a large lounge,
dining room, entrance

hall with seating area and
a spacious conservatory,
where  residents  can
circulate and meet with
each other and relatives.
Each tastefully
decorated bedroom, most
with  en-suite,  offers
complete privacy where
residents are encouraged

to express their own
personal tastes.
Tullywest  recognises

the need for a person-
centred approach to care.
Encouraging staff to learn

more about the Residents

lives helps us tailor our
care to each individual
need.

Tullywest Manor
recognises that residents
are  individuals  with
family and relatives of

4
=

their own and encourage
this bond to continue.
They aim to create a
comfortable atmosphere
of homeliness happiness
and caring.

12 Tullywest Rd,

Saintfield, Ballynahinch

BT24 7LX

Telephone: (028) 9751
1234

E m a i 1
tullywestmanor@
googlemail.com

https://www.
tullywestmanor.com/

Northern Ireland Assembly Commission achieves
Autism NI Impact Award

The Northern Ireland Assembly Commission has recently achieved Autism NI’s
Impact Award, demonstrating the commitment of Assembly staff to inclusion for
autistic and neurodivergent visitors.

Staff have received tai-
lored training from Autism
NI and implemented a tai-
lored action plan of adjust-
ments across their services,
to create a welcoming and
accessible service. Autism
NI’s Director of Develop-
ment, Christine Kearney said
“We are delighted that the
Northern Ireland Assembly
Commission has achieved
the Impact Award. The range
of adjustments they have im-
plemented, including quiet
spaces, pre-visit information
and improved signage, will
support many autistic and
neurodivergent visitors.

By providing inclusive
support, autistic and neu-
rodivergent  people  can
feel more comfortable, less
anxious, and can access
this service in a way that
works for them. It’s fantas-
tic to see such a significant
organisation in NI lead the
way in building an inclusive
society.”

Richard Anderson, Autism
Champion and staff mem-
ber at the Northern Ireland

for a range of organisations,
to build their inclusive ap-
proach for clients, customers
and employees.

Autism NI provides vital
services for autistic people

Womens Aid

NORTHDOWN & ARDS
02891 273196

Working to end
Domestic Abuse

and their families through-
out Northern Ireland, and
campaigns for autism un-
derstanding and acceptance
within society.

To learn more about how

you can get involved, please
visit  https://autismni.org/
training-courses/training-
for-organisations/impact-
award-for-businesses or call
028 9040 1729.

We also provide awareness raising sessions and fraining fo our local
community, schools, businesses and agencies.

One Stop Shop

North Down & Ards Women's Aid
provides a wide range of free support
services to women and their children

affected by domestic and sexval abuse.
Our services include - * Emergency refuge accommodation
Floating support service for women in the community
* Children's services * Group support programmes including
* Journey to Freedom

* One Stop Shop - free multi-agency drop in service
* Court support

Our range of Children's Services include:
+ Art Workshops * Helping Hands * Transformers

* Healthy Relationship Programme

NEXT DATES:
June

Tuesday 10th

Find us on

+ L'Oreal Professionnal
Haircare & Styling Products
* ghd

Electrical's & Heat Protection Products

Ballynahinch
07725034201

Offer valid till July 31° 2025

Assembly said “We are W ; Ad Tuesday 24th
so pleased to achieve the mens Al 10.00 am-12.00 noon Jul
Impact Award accreditation NORTHDOWN & ARDS No appointment necessary Tuesd O}\; 8th A RESIDENTIAL HOME
for our work in building Créche facilities are
?\Iccljct;sibilitly 1 \gitgin ;I;e ,ﬂ‘mm.a\gem\gdrop.insemce{@men Lo;gj#loeﬂ Tuesdcy 22nd THAT REALLY CARES!

orthern Ireland Assembly gy i X oy
and throughout Parliament Expenencind; House Church, Qur sessions are e tastefully decorated
Buildings. R _— CrawfordsbunRoad AR RLT WA Pudtywest bedroom offers complete

_Autism'NI works along- Y$ : + Finandial Abuse Newtownards, BT23 4EA and 4th TUESdO\/ -MCIIIOI" privacy where residents ar?
S|dg autistic people gnd + Coercivecontrol « Sexual Abuse For any further ol agch monihl e . encouraged to express their
their families, and builds information about the One i : "

! X o ) : own personal tastes!

partnerships  that champion T Ore Sop Pop oot mmegiedconicendzcesi  Stop Shop or Women's tullywestmanor@googlemail.com
better understanding, ~ ac- Women's At lsgasuo00r Aid support services www.tullywestmanor.com
cessibility, and services for Dereftiadiice. osagooordssel e Contact us at TULLYWEST MANOR RESIDENTIAL HOME, TULLYWEST ROAD,

our autism community. The
Impact Award is available

02891 273196

SAINTFIELD, BALLYNAHINCH BT21 7LX TEL: 028 97511 234
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PLANNING FOR LATER
LIFE AT HOME

A survey conducted by Home Instead revealed that many families find discussing
care options challenging.

81% of people hesitate
to talk about care with
their parents, despite 33%
expressing concern about
their physical health.

Home Instead encourages
people to start these
conversations early to
make the transition into
care as smooth and stress-
free as possible.

Here are some tips to
broach the subject of care
with your older loved ones:

1. Start Early: If
your parents are over 70,
begin observing their daily
routines and any challenges
they face. Casually
introducing the idea of care
as a way to maintain great
quality of life in our 70s,
80s, and beyond. Having
the discussion before it
becomes an immediate
necessity can help make the
conversation less awkward
later. By  addressing
potential concerns early,
like vision issues or
difficulties driving, you
create a more comfortable
environment for discussion
when the need for care
eventually arises. The
support needed first may
well be home help or
dementia support, rather
than for personal care.

2. Talk It Out:
Foster open dialogue about
your observations, focusing
on your parents’ wishes.
It’s important that Mum or

Dad feels heard and has the
opportunity to share their
thoughts and preferences in
a respectful and productive
conversation.

Collaborate  to  find
solutions that work for
them and use examples of
where you are concerned
about gaps in their current
health and wellbeing. Use a
tone you would appreciate

AIR AMBULANCE
NORTHERN IRELAND

—A— CHARITY —\—

if the roles were reversed.

3. Maximise
Independence: Look for
solutions  that  support

their autonomy. If they
need assistance at home,
consider options that allow
them to continue engaging
in activities they love, like
cooking.

4. Attend one of
Home Instead’s ‘Preparing

for Later Life at Home’
workshops, ~ which  run
quarterly  either as a
webinar or in Saintfield.

If you’d like to sign up
for our next workshop,
or if you’d appreciate
some information  or
advice, please call 028
9560 9910 or email info@
downlisburn.homeinstead.
co.uk.
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Minister backs call to
prioritise nature in social
housing developments

The Environment Minister is backing Alpha Housing’s calls for the social housing
industry in Northern Ireland to make nature a priority with all current, and future,

developments.

Andrew Muir MLA was
one of several high-profile
guests to speak about the
importance of biodiversity
and nature recovery at
Alpha’s ‘Greening Social
Housing’ event in Belfast.

He has already seen
first-hand the work that is
being undertaken by some
tenants, with the support of
Alpha, during a special visit
to Montgomery Manor in
Bangor last October.

Tenants have set aside
no mow areas, created
raised beds for wildflowers,
planted native  hedging,
strategically erected bird
boxes and bug hotels, and
reduced herbicide usage.

Similar work’s been led by
staff and tenants at Belfast’s
Alexander Court, with the
gardens ensuring  nature
can thrive while offering
residents a place to meet
friends and family.

“It was great to be able
to attend Alpha Housing’s
conference, to see the
importance  of  nature
recovery, and biodiversity
being showcased, because
it is important not only
to Alpha, but also to my
department and the people
of Northern Ireland,” said
the Minister.

“We need to do more to
support nature recovery, and

my department is working
to bring forward a strategy
in relation to that, but the
action we can take on the
ground is really tangible,
and there are so many
examples Alpha has across
their estate which | am
proud to be associated with.
| even saw this work when |
visited Montgomery Manor
last year.”

Held in  conjunction
with the Northern Ireland
Federation  of  Housing
Associations and AICO - the
European market leader in
the sale of home life safety
equipment — other guest
speakers included Grainia
Long, the Northern Ireland
Housing Executive Chief
Executive, recently-
appointed  Ulster  Wildlife

Chief Executive Officer
Dawn  Miskelly,  Apex
Housing’s  Director  of
Development Barry
Kerr,  Choice  Housing’s
Sustainability and Energy
Manager Brian  Rankin,

and Niche Environmental
Services’ found and director,
Dominic Knower.

The underlying
message was that time is
running out if landlords,
tenants,  and industry

stakeholders are to reverse
the biodiversity crisis that
is unfolding

iy

in  Northern

Help save lives like Cllllan by becomlng a

CLUB AANI MEMBER

Attending the Gr

H Foin
ClIAL HOUSING®
GREEN-INCGOEJQERENCE i

conference

Long.

g Soqal H
in Belfast are, L to R: Avril Roddy, James Vlctor Allister
(tenants of Alpha Housing at Montgomery Manor in
Bangor), Alpha Housing Chief Executive Cameron
Watt, DEARA Minister Andrew Muir MLA, and Northern
Ireland Housing Executive Chief Executive Grainia

Ireland. And by creating
beautiful spaces and tranquil
places, this can also benefit
the health and well-being
of residents, said Cameron
Watt, the Chief Executive of

Alpha Housing.

Cameron Watt,
the Chief Executive of
Alpha  Housing,  said:

“Social housing providers
like Alpha have a crucial
role to play in not only
addressing the needs of
local communities, but also
fostering nature’s recovery
in those communities and
areas Where we operate.

Ulster ~ Wildlife CEO,
Dawn Miskelly, said:
“Nature is so important

to our health and well-
being as a society, and
we can do so much more
by taking small steps to
integrate it more into social
housing. We welcome the
opportunity to work more
closely with Alpha on all
of these nature friendly
initiatives and they have
shown by holding events
like a Greening Social
Housing conference, they
are leading the way in this
space. It is fantastic to see.”

Air Ambulance Nl is a
charity needing £6,850
per day to operate

SCANTO
SIGN UP

aive an exclusive welcome pack, gol
je & an annual invitation to our b
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New Big Green Egg
Display at The Stove Yard

The Stove Yard in Newtownards has been Northern Ireland’s leading Big Green
Egg dealer for over eight years, supplying this iconic outdoor cooker to chefs, food
lovers, and barbecue enthusiasts across the country.

Now, for 2025,
they’ve taken things
a step further with a
brand new dedicated
Big Green Egg display

in their showroom
— showecasing not
only the full range
of ceramic grills, but
also the extensive
collection of

accessories that make
the Egg a complete
outdoor cooking
system.

From roasting joints
and baking sourdough
to perfecting pizza and
low ‘n’ slow brisket,
the Big Green Egg is
the ultimate all-in-one
solution.

Its high-grade
ceramics lock in heat
and moisture, offering
unmatched control and

flavour — all fuelled

by  natural lump
charcoal.

The new display
at The Stove Yard
features fully
built  Egg  setups,
modular tables, and
a wide selection

of tools and cooking

surfaces —  from
cast iron pans and
pizza stones to
specialist racks and
rotisseries.

As the go-to
destination for Big

Green Egg in Northern

Ireland, The Stove
Yard offers expert
advice, product
demonstrations,  and

all the support you
need to get started or
upgrade your outdoor
cooking game.

Visit the showroom
in  Newtownards to
see the new display
and experience why

the Big Green Egg
continues to set the
standard for outdoor
cooking.
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BRING YOUR OUTDOORS
TO LIFE THIS SUMMER
WITH URBAN OUTLET!

Looking to transform your garden or outdoor space? Head straight to Urban
Outlet, located at 163 Moneyreagh Road - your one-stop destination for all things
landscaping and hardware!

Whether you’re revamping
your patio, fencing in your
garden, or just giving your
outdoor area a fresh new
look, Urban Outlet has it all.
From a massive selection
of fencing, paints, patio
flags, and timber, to eye-
catching decorative stones
and aggregates — available in
both bulk bags and full loads
- we’ve got everything you
need under one roof.

Need tools, accessories,
or building supplies? We’ve
got you covered. We even
carry concrete, screed, and
both building and plastering
mortar. Our shelves are
stocked and updated daily,
so there’s always something
new to discover.

And don’t worry about
delivery — with our fleet
of tippers and Hiab crane
lorries, we’ll get your order
right to your doorstep. Or

if it fits in your car, we’ll
gladly help you load up and
hit the road.

From railway sleepers and
kerbs to decorative bark and
agricultural supplies, Urban

Outlet is your go-to place
to create the perfect outdoor

living space.
Our friendly,
knowledgeable  team is

always on hand to offer

expert advice and answer
any questions you have.

Stop by today and see why
Urban Outlet is the ultimate
destination ~ for  outdoor
inspiration!

FOR ALL YOUR
LANDSCAPING &
HARDWARE NEEDS!

FENCING -

OUTLET

DIY & LANDSCAPING
163 MONEYREAGH ROAD

PAINTS - DECORATIVE STONE - PATIO

FLAGS - TIMBER - TOOLS - DELIVERY SERVICE
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This expansion
brings CEW’s total
network  to  eight
locations across the
region, reinforcing
its position as a
leading  supplier to
the electrical trade.
Headquartered in

Belfast Dunmurry,
the  company also
operates branches
in  Belfast  North,
Cookstown,
Enniskillen,  Lisburn,
Newry, and Junction
14 Dungannon.

This latest addition

W

bowman windows

Windows
Designed to
Brighten
Your Day

“A" Rated Windows | PVC
PVC and Composite Doors | Facia, Soffit & Guttering
PVC Dry Verge Edging to Gables
Aluminium Patio & Bi Feld Doors
Manual & Auvtomatic Roller Garage Doors
SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS
Men- Thurs 8.30am - 4.30pm Fri 8.30em - 1.30pm
Saturday: Closed
Tel: 028 4066 2000 | E: info@bowman-windows.co.uk

www.bowmanwindowsni.co.wk f

R T -
Sliding Sash Windows

Showroom and Sales Office
50a Newry Street, Banbridge, BT3

INSIDE OUTSIDE LIVING EVENT GUIDE

CENTURY ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE
(CEW) OPENS DOWNPATRICK BRANCH

Century Electrical Wholesale (CEW) continues its growth with the opening of its newest branch in Downpatrick.

in Downpatrick,
located at 49 Church
Street, signifies
CEW’s  commitment
to providing

comprehensive service
and an  extensive
product range to both
trade customers and
the public.

Backed by the
buying  power  of
the National Group,
which also includes
sister company
National Electrical
Wholesale (NEW)
in the Republic of
Ireland and NEW
Electrical Distributors
(UK), CEW offers
a wide array of
products. These
include cables, wiring
accessories, lighting,

heating, ventilation
equipment, switchgear,
smoke alarms,
cable management,
fixings, tools, and
workwear.

Ross Hutchinson,
Director, emphasizes
CEW’s dedication to
exceptional customer
service, in-depth
product  knowledge,
and reliable advice,
catering to projects
of all sizes. The
Downpatrick  branch,
like other CEW
locations, is supported
by a fleet of 15

delivery vans, ensuring
efficient service across
Northern Ireland.

Beyond its
extensive stock, CEW
differentiates itself

through offerings
like a dedicated
cable expert, technical
support, and a cable
cutting service. The
company also houses
a specialist Solar &
Renewables division,
headed by Peadar
McCoy, providing a
full range of high-
quality  solar PV
equipment and EV
charging solutions.
Furthermore, CEW
supports  contractors
through supply
and upskilling,
offering the NICEIC
Level 3 Solar PV
course at its branches,
including the new
Downpatrick location.
This training equips
electricians with
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skills
system

the necessary
for solar

design, installation,
and maintenance.
The opening of the
Downpatrick  branch

underscores CEW’s
focus on personalised
service and its ability
to source specialised
solutions, further
solidifying its growth

and commitment to
the electrical trade in
Northern Ireland.

For more information
see https://
centuryelectrical.co.uk/

Getting On the Property Ladder -
Advice for First Time Buyers

As a first-time-buyer, the prospect of getting on the property ladder can seem daunting and complicated. However, by

following our advice, the steps can become significantly easier.

The first thing that
you will have to do
is begin saving for a

Mucker STOVES

COMPLETE STOVE INSTALLATION

rrom onNLY £1999

deposit. Generally,
you will have to save
between 5% and 20%
of the value of the
property  that  you
like — if the home is
£150,000 then you will
need between £7,500

(5%) and  £30,00
(20%) depending
on the property.
It is important to
note that  saving

more for your deposit
will give access to a
wider range of cheaper
mortgages — SO get
saving!

It is important that
you factor in the other
costs associated with
buying a property.
These can add up to the
thousands of pounds
and can derail any
potential budget when

it comes to getting
your first home.
Additional costs

include survey costs,

CECIL DAVIDSON sAND AND GRAVEL Ltd

d_s_cape

P g

- By

TR
I

e Sand

e Gravel & Decorative Stone
e Artificial Grass, Bark, Compost & Peat
® PBuilding Supplies & Ready Mixed Mortar

Available loose, in bulk bags & 25kg bags, for collection or delivery

028 9265 1298

10 Lower Balinderry Rd, Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn, BT28 2JB

gardening needs

solicitor’s fees,
buildings insurance
and valuation fees

to name but a few. It
is worth asking your
bank about these prices
before making an offer
and you can therefore
factor them into your
budget. First-time-
buyers do have an
advantage here as they
will pay no Stamp
Duty on the first
£300,000 for properties
valued up to £500,000.

W h e n

applying  for  your
mortgage, the most
important factor for

your lender is to
know that you will
be able to meet your
repayments. You will
need to provide
documentation of
all of your outgoing
costs, including,
debts, household bills,
or other costs such

as car repayments,
childcare or travel
costs. The amount
that a lender will give
you for a mortgage
is directly related to
both your income and
outgoing expenses -—
S0 it is important to
consider this when

BALLYNAHINCH BUILDING SUPPLIES

SERVING BOTH
DIY & TRADE

DELIVERY MONDAY - FRIDAY

TIMBER, BLOCKS, EMENT, INSULATION,
HARDWARE, FENCING & MORE

IN STOCK AND READY TO GO

20 RIVERSIDE ROAD, BALLYNAHINCH

T: 028 9756 3318 sales@bbs14.co.uk

looking into homes
that you can afford.

There are a number
of governmental
schemes available to
help first-time-buyers
get on the property
market such as
affordable housing
schemes, help to buy

'ﬁ—-—-______
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shared
schemes.
designed
those
struggling

schemes and
ownership
These are
to assist
who are
to save their full
deposit and  might
be exactly what is
required to get you on
the property ladder.

“PROUDLY
LOCAL
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CHIMNEY SWEEPS ) USR5

CIanest
Sweep in
Town

- All types of Chimney Swept

Mob: 07 785 500 064 | Tel: 028 90 648 946

E: acmsweeps@gmail.com | W: www.acmsweeps.com

- Cowls, Bird Guards - Gutters Cleaned & Repaired
« Chimney Reaming and De-Scaling - Fireback Replacement & Installation

PLANNING AN OUTDOOR KITCHEN4

PLANNING THE
SPACE
Think  about the

direction — in the UK a
South facing situation
is normally preferred
to make the most of all

that  natural light
during summer but
also think about roof
cover, especially
over any appliances
and your food

prep area. You might
also want to consider
having ventilation
for  your  cooking
system installed just as
you would indoors.
FUNCTION  AND
FORM

Make provision
for countertop
space  for  cooking
as well as serving &
entertaining. For
example an island with
bar area and stools

could be considered
or perhaps a lounging
area as well
GET COOKING
Traditional Barrell
style Barbecue grill,

ceramic cooker,
rotisserie, smoker
or even a (gas or
wood-fired) pizza
oven? Options can
include sear burners,
side burners and

warmers. You can even
integrated some smart

technology options
into your outdoor
kitchen.

KEEP IT COOL

It may not be too long
a trek to the kitchen
but an outdoor fridge
can be beneficial if you
are preparing salads
and or cool desserts
out of doors.

Also handy  for
keeping drinks cool

™y

and within

reach.
WHICH MATERIAL
Stainless steel is a hot

favourite for industrial

easy

look cabinetry
however there are
lots of powder-
coated metals that

also work. Stone and
tile are also options.
Countertop  materials
are another thing to
think about. They need
to be both functional
and durable. HEAT IT
UP

If you want to use

your

new outdoor
kitchen  well into
Autumn consider

installing heat sources
such as patio heaters
and a fire-pit.

POWER UP

Be sure you have
enough power on the

Inspiring conservatory ideas

Whether you're building a new conservatory or looking to give your current conservatory a little TLC,
get inspired for your next project with a mix of these fun and unique ideas!

Questions to ask your-
self include: istiWhat
square footage am |
working  with? ~ Which
conservatory design will
fit in with the style of my
house? How do | want
to use my conservatory?
(i.e. For dining, sunbath-
ing, botany, or reading
etc.) Once you've an-
swered these questions,
it’s just a matter of choos-
ing your design and decid-
ing how best to decorate it.

Glass extensions. Glass
extensions are a sleek and
effortless way to upgrade
your conservatory. Not
only do they invite lots of
light and warmth into your
home, but they also work
with almost any brickwork
or cladding design. Double
glazing and integrated
doors offer a seamless
transition into your gar-
den, while landscaping
your outdoor space gives
you something beautiful to
look at on a rainy day.

An orangery. Orang-
ery’s are another modern
conservatory design idea.
Bringing nature indoors
with tall parlour palms
and hanging baskets full
of Mandevilla (‘Rock-
trumpet’) is ideal. Better
yet, if you’re opting for
an orangery, the world
is your botanical oyster.
For a fragrant oasis, at-
tach Bougainvillea and
Jasminum azoricum to
trellises; decorate tables
with Stephanotis floribun-
da-filled pots, and place
giant Phoenix palms in

lonely corners. Succulent
popularity is spiking in the
world of interior design. If
you’re less green-fingered
than the average gardener,
having a selection of cacti
displayed in terrariums,
vases, and/or refined con-
crete pots is a (literally)
effortless way of modern-
ising your space

Sleek flooring. A stun-
ning addition to any con-
servatory; wooden parquet
floors are contemporary,
stylish, and intricate.
Whether you choose a
walnut, oak, laminate, or
even vinyl design, these
floors will transform your
conservatory into a tran-
quil retreat fit for royalty.

A coloured conserva-
tory. Have you been

searching for conserva-
tory colour ideas? Teal
is a multifaceted colour
available in a spectrum of
shades — from pale celeste
and aquamarine to rich
evergreen and ocean blue.
Choosing the right shade
for your conservatory is
just a matter of light. The
brighter the room, the
darker you can get away
with. That said, to main-
tain balance, we suggest
you stick to the middle of
the palette.

A contemporary dining
area. A great way to utilise
your modern conservatory
is to turn it into a garden
dining room. Think quin-
tessential picnics with jute
decor and polished brass

place settings. You can ei-

ther design a more formal
dining area by sticking
with a traditional dining
table and chairs or opt for
something a little more so-
ciable and choose benches
and relaxed floor seating.

Stackable  furniture.
When it comes to decorat-
ing a small conservatory,
maximising your space
and working with the light
is essential. Stackable rat-
tan furniture is perfect for
keeping things neat and
compact.

Mini greenhouse. Also
known as  sunrooms,
lean-to conservatories
are rectangular-shaped
structures attached to the
wall of your house. Per-
fect for growing herbs or

filling with air-purifying

Contact Us - 028 9751 0804
MOORES ROBOTIC MOWERS
9 Drumalig Road, Boardmills, Lisburn BT27 6UD

plants, lean-tos can house
workbenches, banquet
tables, or swing benches
that look out into your
lovingly landscaped gar-
den. Practical furniture.
Keep it simple and elegant
with grey furniture and
bright decor. Light grey
floor tiles work well in
sunrooms with lots of
light, as do anti-bleach
furniture choices like rat-
tan sets or twisted metal
love seats. Consider floor
cushions and  recliner
chairs, and surround your-
self with sun-loving plants
for a lung-friendly and
green-fingered oasis.
Copyright Checkat-
rade see www.check-

atrade.com/blog/ideas/
conservatory-ideas/

Ik %-'1'

Tel:

deck or patio, which
could mean enlarging
a gas line or adding
electrical capacity to
run appliances and
lighting.

LIGHT IT UP

You will need

functional lighting
for cooking safely at
night —so consider this
at work surface level
as well as ambient
lighting.

ENTERTAINING
OUT OF DOORS

You can install built-
in speakers and a even
a flat screen TV, or
choose only music and
let the view from your
outdoor kitchen and

dining area entertain
you and your guests.

IN 25 MILE RAD'-US

F BALLYCLARE” ook Our

Website
or Phone our
offices for

Monthly offers = —
Visit: www. h|IIheadsheds com

Open: Mon - Fri 8am -

HillheadSheds ul

190 Hillhead Road, Ballyclare,
Telephone | 028 9335 4699

5pm * Sat 9am - 1pm

Email: info@hillheadsheds.com

e All Interior _':'Exrir Painiin
and Decorating
* Private & Commercial * Wallpaper Han

Tel: 0751 4147 019

e Doors
® Floors
e Decking
e Stairs

9 DC Joiner

W A/l types of joinery work

e Kitchen/Bathroom units
e Garden fencing
e Radiator covers

077 0332 0111

Find us on [

ry
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Prices for barbeques
can range from
£10 to the multiple
thousands and  the
extensive range has
something to cater
for every possible
need. Depending on
the number of grills,
number of additional
features and quality of
its production — there
is a lot to consider
when choosing your
perfect barbeque.

The timeless debate
which has been had
over many a family
barbeque once again

raises it’s head on
this occasion — gas or
charcoal?

In many cases your

budget might  well
dictate your choice
for you as charcoal
barbeques tend to
be significantly
more cost effective.
For those barbeque
stalwarts, nothing
will compare to a
traditional charcoal

barbeque and using a
gas equivalent is as
good as cheating. It is
also widely held that
the taste from cooking

INSIDE OUTSIDE LIVING EVENT GUIDE

SUMMER BARBEQUE GUIDE

With the sun beating down and heat slowly rising, it is clear to see that barbeque season has finally arrived. However, if you are thinking of investing in a barbeque,
there is a great deal to consider.

on a charcoal barbeque
is  distinctive  and
cannot be reproduced
by a modern gas
counterpart.
Charcoal
however, take a
considerable length
of time to heat up
whereas with gas, you
can begin  cooking
almost immediately —
providing an obvious
advantage. For the
sheer convenience of
instantaneous cooking,
gas barbeques are hard
to beat.

In terms of running

does,

PAINTING & DECORATING

]@hn McMullan

«Exterior And Interior Design « Paint Stripping
« Protective Coatings » Floor Refinishing
» Wallpapering

If you want to speak to one of our team, call us on

Tel: 02890 184557 |www.thechandelierguys.com
16-22 Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 3EL

costs, with gas
barbeques you will
often ‘rent’ a cylinder
and pay for each refill
of gas that you require
- a 13Kg canister
costs  approximately
£35.  With charcoal
however, costs
approximately £15
for a 10kg bag which
will serve up to three
medium barbeques.
Other factors that
should be considered
include if the barbeque
has a lid, the number of
people you are likely
to be cooking for and
what type of food you
intend to be cooking.
Buying a barbeque
with a lid brings a
degree of versatility
to your barbequing
that is not otherwise
available. It grants
you far greater control
over the heat and

allows you to cook
food more thoroughly
as opposed to burning
the  outside  whilst
leaving the inside
underdone. If you are
sticking to traditional
burgers and sausages
then perhaps
charcoal is for you,
however if you wish
to branch out and cook
chicken or pork then
gas may be the safest
option.

If you have a large
family or intend on
cooking for guests on a
regular basis, it might
be worth investing in a
gas barbeque as it will
give you the reliability
and accuracy that is
required when hosting
for numerous guests.

It also brings
unrivalled convenience
that allows its owner
to mingle freely

knowing  that the
cooking is fully under
their control. More
upmarket  barbeques

will also come with
various features such
as heating racks hat
allow food to sit above

Issue 250 - Support Local

to the heat of the grill
whilst  still in  the
barbeque to ensure that
it will remain warm.

Driveway ideas for maximum kerb appeal

Your driveway serves more than one purpose.

While it’s a convenient
and safe place to park your
vehicle, it also plays a lead
role in creating a lasting first
impression. Here’s a round-
up of some key types.

Gravel driveways. Gravel
driveways offer a charm-
ing and cost-effective way
to revamp your driveway.
Gravel and stone come in a
variety of colours and sizes,
providing the opportunity
to fully customise the look
to suit your style. They also
pair well with other materi-
als such as stepping stones,
block paved borders, and
stamped concrete. In addi-
tion, gravel provides great
natural drainage and is easy
to maintain. You can cleverly
combine gravel with block
paving to stop the gravel
from spraying across the
pavement.

Resin driveways. Resin
driveways have become
increasingly popular with
UK homeowners looking for
modern front driveway ideas
as they offer a contemporary
appearance and incredible
durability. The mixture of
resin and aggregates creates
a seamless surface that’s
resistant to weeds and crack-
ing, with an array of colours
and patterns  available,
you can easily match your
home’s exterior. Resin drive-
ways naturally drain water
and are environmentally
friendly. Resin’s neat and
smooth finish is stunning all
by itself or with a few key
features. Consider the shape
of your resin driveway and
whether you’d like any cut-
outs for plants, trees, water
features, or decorative edg-
ing. Due to resin’s versatil-

Commercial & Domestic Work
plus Key Cutting

Locksmith

& DOOR SYSTEMS

Aluminum Doors, Domestic Garage Doors,

uPVC Doors, Fire Doors, Steel & Timber

+ NO CALLOUT CHARGE
+ Key Cutting Service including Car Keys
«UPVC & Wooden Door Lock Specialist
« Free Home Security & Zone Protection Check
+ Wide Range of Locks Supplied & Installed

+ Emergency Vehicle / Premises Entry*
*Depending on availability of time

Neil Knox | M: 07725 892 957
www.nklocksmith.co.uk

(I
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ity, the sky is your limit.

Tarmac driveways. Tarmac
or asphalt driveways are du-
rable and long-lasting. Tar-
mac is a mix of aggregates
and tar, whereas asphalt
is a mix of aggregates and
bitumen. The latter offers a
better finish and smoother
surface compared to tarmac.
The finish of tarmac can
be enhanced through ‘chip
sealing’. This is when tar is
poured onto a gravel base,
stones are added, and it’s
pressed with roller equip-
ment. Tarmac and asphalt
are cost-effective to install
and pair well with a number
of aesthetics: They look
great alongside patterned
bricks. Create a stunning
look by contrasting tarmac
or asphalt with lighter stone
Soften the dark tones by
including a lush lawn or
greenery in your tarmac
driveway design.

Concrete  driveways.

FURNITURE REPAIR &
UPHOLSTERY SERVICE

DOMESTIC SERVICES:

Recover Cloth Suites, All Repairs
COMMERCIAL SERVICES: |
Recover - Bar Seating, Office Chalrs
FREE QUOTATION

MC UPHOLSTERY

Poured concrete is one of
the most common driveway
materials on the market.
It’s used to create low-
maintenance driveways that
require minimal upkeep.
Coloured concrete is great
if you want to add dimen-
sion and interest, such as a
cream border or chequered
patterns. It’s also malleable
when installed correctly.
For example, it can make
patterns when poured into
moulds and can be sectioned
and paired with other ma-
terials, such as aggregate
or slate. Stamped concrete
can give the appearance of
a different material such as
stone or brick for a fraction
of the cost. Block paving
driveways. Block paving
creates a classic and elegant
first impression. It’s usually
made from concrete, which
is engineered in a factory for
consistency and accuracy.
For this reason, block pav-

"‘I olste ry Service

ing is a durable and versatile
option for your driveway. A
popular design trend with
block paving is using light
grey blocks to border and
‘edge’ the drive and any
central features, such as a
roundabout, lawn, water fea-
ture, or pathway. A dark grey
paving block is then used to
fill in the remaining area,
offering a great aesthetic
that stands the test of time.
Whether you use one type of
block, two-tones, mixed, or
a combination of materials,
block paving is a decorative
option that offers a lovely
finish. Monoblock paving
driveways incorporate two-
tones of block paving to cre-
ate patterns and interest. The
two tones can be two differ-
ent materials or two colours
of the same material.

For more information

see https://www.check-
atrade.com/blog/ideas/
driveway-ideas/
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Tyrella Beach: Located
near Clough, Tyrella is
a beautiful sandy beach
backed by  impressive
dunes, offering fantastic
views of Dundrum Bay and
the Mourne Mountains. Its
designation as an Area of
Special Scientific Interest
highlights its  ecological
importance and makes it
ideal for peaceful walks and
birdwatching.

Murlough National Nature
Reserve:  Situated north
of Newcastle, Murlough
encompasses a vast, five-
mile stretch of golden sands
within a  6,000-year-old
dynamic sand dune system.
Managed by the National
Trust, it’s Ireland’s first
nature reserve and a haven
for wildlife. The beach
offers excellent walking
opportunities with stunning
views of the Mournes, while
the dunes behind are rich in
biodiversity. Seals are often
spotted along the coast.
Note that dogs must be kept
on a lead within the nature
reserve.

Ballyhornan Beach:
Situated on the Lecale
Peninsula, a short drive
east of Downpatrick,
Ballyhornan is a long,
sandy  beach  renowned
for its dramatic cliffs and
caves at its northern end.
It offers stunning views

out towards the Irish Sea
and is popular for walking,
exploring the coastline, and
enjoying the natural beauty.
The cliffs provide shelter in
some areas, and at low tide,
interesting rock formations
are revealed. Be mindful of
the tide if exploring near the
cliffs and caves.

Kilclief Beach: Located
on the western shore
of  Strangford  Lough’s
Narrows, near the village
of Kilclief, this picturesque
sandy beach is overlooked
by the historic Kilclief
Castle. The calm waters
of the Lough make it
ideal for activities like
paddleboarding, swimming,
and kayaking. It’s also a
great spot for walking and
enjoying a picnic with
scenic views across the
Narrows.

Newcastle Beach:
Found in the lively town
of Newcastle, at the foot
of the Mourne Mountains,
this easily accessible beach
offers a mix of sand and
pebbles. Its proximity to the
town’s promenade means
easy access to amenities,
amusements,  cafes, and
shops, making it a popular
choice for families.

For  Unique
Features

Strangford Lough Shores:
The diverse shores of

Coastal

MOLIRNE VIEW$ DOWN TO THE SEA
Great Beaches Around

East Down

Our local area boasts a captivating coastline along the Irish Sea and Strangford
Lough, offering stunning scenery and unique coastal experiences. Here are some
notable beaches and coastal areas.

Strangford Lough, with their
islands, mudflats, and rocky
areas, provide a unique
coastal environment rich
in wildlife. Various access
points around the Lough
offer  opportunities  for
walking and exploring this
Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty.
Cloghy

Rocks  (near

Kilclief): A short distance
from  Kilclief,  Cloghy
Rocks are a popular spot
for  wildlife  watching,
particularly ~ seals, which
often haul out on these rocks
as the tide recedes.

When planning your visit
to these beaches, remember
to check tide times and any
local regulations.

KEBABS

PIZZAS

BURGERS
O.C Burger | BBQ Pork Stack Burger | Mozzamelt Burger s
All-Armerican | Bacon Cheese Delight Burger | Beef & Bird Burger |

CHICKEN BURGERS

The Classic Chicken Burger | Chicken Mayo Burger
The Firecracker Chicken Burger | Hot Honey Chicken Burger

CHICKEN

Plain Wings | Buffalo Wings| BBQ Wings | Hot Honey Wings Jalapefos or
habanero infused | Wing & Dip Duos Choice of wings and dip | Tenders

Doner Kebab | Kebab in Pita Pocket | Chicken Kebab
Kebab on Naan Bread| Gyros Kebab | King Kebab - All meat on chips

KIDS MEALS

Kids Pizza Meal - 7" pizza with cheese and 2 toppings and choice of 5|de
Kids Burger & Side - Single patty with cheese on brioche bap

with choice of side
Kids Chicken Strips & Side - 2 x chicken tenders and choice of side

LOADED FRIES

Loaded Beef Fries | Crispy Chicken Fries | Pulled Pork Fries

Margherita Pizza | Ham Pizza Ham | Funghi Plzza
Pepperoni Pizza | Napoli Pizza | Pollo Pizza | Hawaiian Pizza
Vegetarian Pizza | Meat Feast Pizza | Special Pizza |
Quattro Stagioni Pizza | Heatwave Pizza | The Doner Pizza | The Bayside
Pizza | The Rumac's Pizza | Four Fold Feast

DESSERTS

Ice-Cream | Nutella Pizza | Brownies & Ice Cream | Waffles & Ice-Cream

MILKSHAKES

Oreo | Biscoff | Malteser | Crunchie | Kinder |[White Chocolate
Strawberry | Vanilla Milkshake

X
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Margaret’'s
Cottage

Enjoy a homemade, vintage afternoon
tea at Margaret's Cottage in Ardglass.
It's a perfect slice of heaven.

[ —]
—
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To book

visit www.margarets-cottage.com or call 028 4484 3328
Margaret's Cottage, 9 Castle Place, Ardglass,

.~|‘| i . @T@ .

£,

Co. Down, BT30 7TP n g J A

WOD LD

tripadvisor

’.ﬂ by 2 x 16" Pizza

k CH ECK{OUT(OUR APPOR 'SOCIALS

FOR OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS

Crazy Thursday Meal
Any two 12" Pizzas. Available only on Thursday. FROM £12,99

Meal Deal for One f
';.-( 1x 10" Pizza "Anything on Menu", 1 x Side & 1x 330ml Drink. FROM £9.95

L. .

Family Meal
2 x 12" Pizza "Anything on menu", 2 x Sides, 1 x IL Drink. FROM £22.95

DOWNLOAD
THE APP!

Deluxe Family Meal
"Anything on menu", 2 x Sides & 1 x IL Drink. FROM £27.95

& 55 store

www.rumacs.co.uk

97 Main Street, Dundrum, BT33 OLU

TEL: 02843 758 252
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KEEWAY
EQUESTRIAN

MOLIRNE VIEWS DOWN TO THE SEA

SURFACES

FIBRE - FLAX - FENCING

Glebe  Equine, Glebe
Road, Hillsborough, offers
a comprehensive suite of
therapies and  programs
tailored to meet the diverse
needs of equine athletes and
companions alike. Whether
a horse is recovering from
an  injury,  undergoing
fitness training, or simply
requiring therapeutic care,
Glebe Equine provides a

and advanced modalities to
promote their well-being.

Services Offered at Glebe
Equine:

Glebe Equine boasts an
impressive array of services,
focusing on innovative
and scientifically backed
approaches to equine care:

* ECB Water Treadmill -
The ECB Water Treadmill
is a highly effective and

supportive environment  fully customisable piece
s GRANSHA
ARG EQUESTRIAN CENTRE

RIDING LESSONS

FOR ALL AGES AND STANDARDS
IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE BOOKING ON THE GRANSHA
EQUESTRIAN APP, PLEASE PHONE OUR
BOOKING LINE 02891422203
BETWEEN 9 & 5, MONDAY - FRIDAY

www.granshaequestriancentre.com

10A KERRS ROAD, BANGOR, BT19 7QD. *
Enquiries to email - grnnsIIﬂridinp_ﬁi'}'nhnu.tnmn Facebook

Find us on

pe.)

GLIEBEEQUINE

Fitness

Stud | Rehabilitation

of  equipment  designed
to support each horse’s
individual ~ needs.  With
adjustable  water height,
incline, and speed, we can
tailor every session to target
specific goals—whether it’s
improving overall fitness,
rebuilding  strength  after
injury, or addressing muscle
weakness and asymmetry.
The buoyancy of the water
reduces concussion on the
joints and limbs, making it
a safe and low-impact way
to develop topline, improve
stride length, and enhance
cardiovascular health. It’s
a brilliant tool for both
performance  horses and
those in rehabilitation.

* InstantCryo - Instant
Cryo is a fast-acting cold
therapy  that  delivers
targeted pain relief,
reduces inflammation, and
minimises swelling. It can
reach difficult-to-access
areas anywhere on the body,
making it ideal for treating

Issue 250 - Support Local

Ireland’s Leading Equestrian Supplier
>_Arena Fibre > Bedding.= S;f:z"ry Horse Fencing
> =), [RUC
Horse, Wash Bays = Bl )

075 4215 3976 | 'tobyfynn@keewayequestriansurfaces.com
www.keewayequestriansurfaces.com Owner: Toby Fynn

Glebe Equine: Enhancing Equine Well-being
INn Hillsborough

Glebe Equine is a dedicated centre for optimizing the health, happiness, and performance of horses. Established in February 2025, this relatively new venture has
quickly positioned itself as a provider of state-of-the-art equine fitness and rehabilitation services.

acute injuries, managing
chronic  conditions, and
aiding post-exercise

recovery at Glebe Equine.

» KLaser - The K-Laser is
a high-powered therapeutic
laser that uses specific
wavelengths of light
to relieve pain, reduce
inflammation, and accelerate
healing.

At Glebe Equine, we
use it for effective pain
relief and recovery in cases

of tendon and ligament
injuries, joint issues,
wounds, and muscle

soreness—supporting  your
horse’s comfort, recovery
and performance.

. Combi-Floor:
This cutting-edge platform
combines vibration therapy
(for improved circulation
and muscle relaxation),
Pulsed Electromagnetic
Field (PEMF) therapy (to
support cell regeneration
and reduce inflammation),
and an optional weigh scale

to monitor progress. It aids
in injury recovery, reduces
stiffness,  supports  hoof
growth, and is beneficial
for pre and post-exercise
recovery.

* BEMER  Therapy:
This technology enhances
circulation and  supports
the body’s natural recovery
processes.

* Solarium & Wash Bay:
Facilities to aid in muscle
relaxation and  general
well-being.

* Private Treatment Room:
A dedicated space for
veterinary,  physiotherapy,
and other therapy sessions.

A Focus on Holistic
Well-being:
Glebe Equine’s

philosophy appears to centre
on a holistic approach to
equine care, recognising
the interconnectedness
of fitness, rehabilitation,
and overall  well-being.
By offering a variety of
advanced therapies under

Glebe Equine Fitness & Rehabilitation barn

one roof, they aim to
provide a comprehensive
and convenient solution
for horse owners seeking
to optimise their equine

partners’ health and
performance.
Glebe Equine is well-

positioned to serve horse
owners in the surrounding
areas of County Down and
further afield. The facility’s
investment  in modern
technologies and its focus on
tailored programs suggest a
commitment to providing a

high standard of care within
the local equine community.
For those interested in
learning more or booking
services, Ella at Glebe
Equine can be contacted
07801 448269 or see www.
glebeequine.co.uk

At Glebe Equine, we are dedicated to optimizing horse health, happiness, and performance.
Whether your horse requires rehabilitation, fitness training, or therapeutic care, we offer a

comprehensive range of services designed to support their well-being.

What we offer:

o State-of-the-art rehabilitation & fitness facilities

® ECB water treadmill for low-impact strength training

K-Laser therapy for pain relief & tissue healing

BEMER therapy for enhanced circulation & recovery

© Instant Cryo for targeted inflammation reduction

Combi-Floor with vibration, PEMF & weigh scale

T: 07801 448 269 www.glebeequine.co.uk

Private treatment room for vet, physio & therapy sessions

Why Choose Us?
= Horse welfare is at the heart of everything we do
» Highly trained & experienced staff, fully insured and certified
« Work with leading professionals — vets, physios, farriers & more
» Drive-in appointments available for convenience

Unlock your Horse’s Potential, Expert Care,
Cutting-Edge Therapies & Proven Results at Glebe Equine.
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Hillyard House Hotel: A boutique Hotel
beside Castlewellan Forest Park

Hillyard House Hotel is an award-winning boutique retreat. Its prime location,
adjacent to the entrance of the stunning Castlewellan Forest Park and a short
distance from the picturesque seaside resort of Newcastle, makes it an ideal base
for exploring the natural beauty and attractions of the region.

Hillyard House prides
itself on offering a
blend of modern luxury

and warm hospitality.
The hotel features 20
beautifully appointed,

modern ensuite rooms,
each designed to provide
the highest standards
of comfort. Guests can
expect contemporary
open-plan  furnishings,
including a dressing table,
ample storage, and a table
with chairs. Each room
is also equipped with a
TV, individual coffee
machine, air conditioning,
and a spacious bathroom,
ensuring a  relaxing
and  convenient  stay.
Thoughtful touches
like complimentary
spring water and local
photography add to the
welcoming atmosphere.
Beyond the comfortable
accommodations,
Hillyard House boasts
excellent facilities
to enhance the guest
experience. The hotel
is home to The Yard
Restaurant, which enjoys
an excellent reputation
for its quality, locally
sourced, and seasonal
food and promises a
culinary experience to
remember.

For those seeking a
place to unwind and

socialise, Mrs Coleman’s
Bar offers a delightful
setting. Guests can enjoy
top-class  cocktails, a
selection of local craft
beers, gins, and whiskeys.
It’s the perfect spot
to relax after a day of
exploring or to enjoy a
pre-dinner drink. There
is also live music every
Saturday evening from
9pm.

Hillyard House’s
location caters perfectly
to outdoor enthusiasts.
As highlighted in their
advertisement, the hotel
is within a 30-minute
drive of numerous
top-class golf courses
at A Golfer’s Haven.
Moreover, its proximity
to Castlewellan Forest
Park opens up a world
of outdoor activities.
Guests can easily access
walking, hiking, and
mountain biking trails, as
well as opportunities for
kayaking on the tranquil
lake within the park.
Castlewellan Forest Park
spans approximately 450
hectares and encompasses
woodland and a
40-hectare lake. Hiking
in the spectacular Mourne
Mountains is also just 5
minutes away by car.

Hillyard House Hotel
serves as an ideal

e;’,.coh«eﬁ ﬁuﬁ !gxardf ﬁauge

Hillyard House provides
a comfortable and stylish
base for your adventure!
Find out more and
book your next break by

gateway to experiencing
the natural beauty and
attractions of  County
Down.

Whether you’re seeking

a relaxing break, an visiting  www.hillyard-
adventurous outdoor  house.co.uk or phone 028
escape, or a culinary treat, 4377 1010

20 boutique, modern ensuite guest rooms

- beautifully appointed to the highest standards

The Yard Restaurant

- quality locally sourced seasonal foods | excellent reputation

Mrs Coleman’s Bar

- cocktail mixology | local craft beers, gins, and whiskeys

A Golfer's Haven

- numerous top class golf courses nearby, all within a 30-minute drive

Outdoor Activities - walking|hiking|mountain biking| kayaking
Sunday Lunch - Renowned for family friendly Sunday Lunch
Rest Assured - relax and create unforgettable memories

Why choege HHillyard] touge?

MODERN
BOUTIQUE
HOTEL

CASTLEWELLAN
FOREST PARK

BESIDE

LEGENDARY
BREAKFASTS

THE YARD MRS
RESTAURANT COLEMAN'S
BAR
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Aqgricultural Show
il e

Saturday 19th July 2025

Castlewellan Forest Park

Fuw for all the family

Livestock Competitions, Trade Stands, Food & Craft
Village, Cookery demonstrations, Live music +
Jiving competitions, Tug of war,
Children’s Entertainment & much more

tot i Tale mar
town of picturesqt
'n in Northern Ireland.

Discounted tickets available online at
www.castlewellanshow.com

EARLY SUMMER DINNER
BED & BREAKFAST OFFER

Enjoy Dinner Bed and Breakfast
from just £169 per room per night
until 30th June 2025

Hillyard House Hotel, 1-5 Castle Avenue, Castlewellan, BT31 9DX
Phone: 028 4377 1010 | E-mail: reception@hillyardhospitality.com
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The Show offers a
fantastic, fun day out
for all the family, with
something for everyone.
It is a one-day celebration
of local farming, food and
rural life.

On the day there
will be a variety of
livestock classes, with
thousands  of  animals
being judged, including
beef, dairy, sheep,
horses, ponies, donkeys,
pigs, poultry, rabbits
and cavies. Attractions

include the ever-popular
showjumping, impressive
dog agility, pony games
and a family pet show. For
younger visitors there is

plenty to see and do, with
children’s  entertainment,
bouncy  castles, face
painting and much more.

A great variety of
trade stands means there
is something to suit
all tastes, with beauty
products  including B
Perfect double decker
bus, top clothes retailers
Auld Forge Clothing,
Edinburgh Outdoor Wear,
not forgetting high end
farm machinery to browse.
In the impressive Craft
Village visitors will find
local, homemade arts and
crafts as well as original
artwork by acclaimed
artists such as Nigel

Serving the community
for over 2§ years

Shimna Taxis

028 437 23030
028 437 24100

028 437 26030

MOLIRNE VIEWS DOWN TO THE SEA

Castlewellan Show
2025!

This year’s Show takes place on Saturday 19th July in the beautiful setting of
Castlewellan Forest Park, Co. Down.

Allison.

Other highlights include
the Home  Industries
marquee, where local
schools get involved with
some amazing displays.
Tuck into  something
tasty in the Food Village,
proudly promoting local
produce. There is also
a larger Eco Village
this  year, promoting
the  environment and
sustainability with many
interesting additions
inside.

Attractions  this  year
include Mourne Alpacas,

Sheep Shearing in
the Fleece  Marquee,
Model Farm Displays,
Spinners &  Weavers,

NI Stick Makers, Seaforde
Vintage Club Displays,
Displays from PSNI &
NIFRS, Farming Families
Health Check Vans,
Castlewellan  Integrated
Choir and come and visit
our vintage tea run this
year by RLNI Lifeboats,
Newcastle and show your
support to a fantastic local

charity.
Our Charity of the
year this year is OG

Cancer NI which was
formed to benefit patients

and families affected
by Oesophago-Gastric
Cancer.  They will be
selling our show day
catalogue. £1 of the sale
of each catalogue goes
directly to the charity.
They will also be there
with an information stand
pop over and say hello to
them.

New  elements this
year we have cookery
demonstrations throughout
the day from top local
chefs promoting the very
best of local agri-food.

We have County
Harmony, Box Car Brian
and Jodon McPolin on the
main stage to delight the
crowds. New to the show
this year we have dancing
displays from the fantastic
Jiving Gym as well as
introducing a  Jiving
Competition. To end the
show we have tug of war
from County Down Young
Farmers. With all this and
so much more to enjoy,
It’s a day not to be missed!

Castlewellan Show runs
Saturday 19th July, from
9am-6pm.

Discounted Tickets can
be available online now at
castlewellanshow.com

‘A&BDOORS

QUALITY DESIGN YOU CAN TRUST

Manufacturers and installers of garage doors,
industrial & agricultural shutters, commercial [
security and fire escape doors.

Made to measure and expertly fitted by our own
teams.

Tel: 028 4377 8956 Mob: 07860 746239

82 Bann Road, Castlewellan, BT31 9AD

21st or June, 191H or JuLy

UMMER
ARTISAN MARKET

DATES FOR JUNE/JuLy

NEWCASTLE
71H oF JuNE, 5TH oF JuLy

DOWNPATRICK &

WARRENPOINT
14T1H or June, 26TH oF JuLy

For further information visit the
respective artisan market
Facebook page

F

MA
LOCAL
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So Safari, So Good...

Many who grew up in Northern Ireland in the 70’s recall with nostalgia the
Causeway Safari Park.

Nestled in the scenic coun-
tryside near Ballymoney,
this park, which operated
until 1997, offered a unique
experience. Drive through
enclosures where you could
come face-to-face  with
majestic lions and playful
monkeys. Onsite fair rides
and perhaps even getting
your picture taken with a
lion cub! It wasn’t exactly
Jurassic Park but then again
who needs dinosaurs when
errant monkeys are around
to threaten your wing
mirrors?

The closure of the Cause-
way Safari Park in the late
90’s marked the end of an
era however its legacy lives
on in the stories shared
across  generations.  The
site’s subsequent transfor-
mation into the Benvarden
Animal Rescue Kennels
signifies a continued com-
mitment to animal welfare
and a recent “A Causeway
Safari Tale” exhibition at the
Ballymoney Museum further
underscored the nostalgic
place this park holds in the
community’s collective
memory.

Today, families still have
a diverse range of options
to immerse themselves in
the wonders of the animal
world. Here are some fan-
tastic places where you can

create new memories!
Belfast Zoo  (Belfast,
County Antrim): A cor-
nerstone of Northern Ire-
land’s animal attractions,
Belfast Zoo boasts a rich
history and a diverse col-
lection of over 130 species.
From endangered primates
to majestic big cats and
playful penguins, a visit
here is a journey through
different  habitats  across
the globe. The zoo’s com-
mitment to conservation
and education makes it not
only a fun day out but also
an opportunity to learn
about the importance of
protecting  wildlife. Keep
an eye out for their regular
events and feeding times

for an extra engaging
experience.
The Ark Open Farm

(Newtownards, County
Down): For a more hands-on
experience, The Ark Open
Farm offers the chance to
get up close and personal
with a variety of animals.
Children will delight in
feeding lambs, petting rab-
bits, and even encountering
some more exotic residents.
The farm also features play
areas, making it a perfect
destination for families with
younger children looking for
interactive fun.
Annaginny

Park  and

Farm (Dungannon, County

Tyrone): Combining the
charm of a farm with the
excitement of a park, An-
naginny offers a relaxed and
engaging day out. Visitors
can meet farm animals, en-
joy play facilities, and even
participate in animal feeding
sessions. It’s a great place
to learn about rural life and
connect with animals in a
friendly environment.

World of Owls (Antrim,
County Antrim): For those
fascinated by birds of prey,
the World of Owls is a must-
visit. As Northern Ireland’s
only dedicated owl and bird
of prey centre, it provides a
unique opportunity to see
these magnificent creatures
up close and learn about
their conservation. They of-
ten host demonstrations and
educational talks, offering a
truly insightful experience.

Streamvale Open Farm
(Belfast, County Antrim): A
popular choice for families

in the Belfast area, Stream-
vale Open Farm offers a
hands-on experience with
farm  animals.  Seasonal
events and activities like
milking demonstrations add
to the fun, making it a regu-
lar destination for many.

These modern animal
parks continue the tradi-
tion of providing op-
portunities for education,
entertainment, and foster-
ing a connection with the
natural world. While the
thrill of a drive-through
safari might be a nostal-
gic memory for some, the
current landscape offers di-
verse and engaging ways for
families to create their own
cherished animal encounters
in Northern Ireland. The
whispers of wild roars may
have faded at Benvarden,
but the joyful sounds of dis-
covery and delight continue
to echo across the many
wonderful animal parks that
thrive today.

HANNON Coach & Sail is perfect for a city
break in Glasgow!

Direct Belfast - Glasgow Express now departing from the new Belfast Grand

Central Station.

An award-winning service
offering hassle-free travel,
HANNON Coach & Sail
is ideal for a city break in
Glasgow and the perfect
antidote to flying and air-
port stress! Already hugely
popular with those in the
know, the Belfast — Glasgow
Express Coach Service is
rated 5-Star on TripAdvisor.

A shopper’s paradise,
Glasgow is recognised as
having the best retail therapy
in the UK outside of Lon-
don. Consistently voted ‘top
of the shops’, the city is
Scotland’s premier shopping
destination.

Not just shopping, Glas-

gow is also famous for its
fantastic nightlife, and great
choice of restaurants and
bars. Glasgow is the perfect
choice for your next city
break away.

With a simple flat fare of
£47 which includes the cost
of the ferry and your bag, the
Belfast — Glasgow Express
offers a really attractive,
convenient and low-cost
alternative to flying.

The service is operated by
HANNON Coach and leaves
twice a day from Belfast,
Grand Central Station (Stand
18) and drops visitors right
in the heart of Glasgow’s
“Style Mile’.

The simple flat fare allows
passengers to pick and mix
dates and times of travel to
suit and with no luggage
charges it makes a perfect
travel option for a shopping
trip. There are also a great

Siverwing

Bringing pampering right to your doorstep!
BOOK IN FOR A PAWSOME EXPERIENCE FOR YOUR PET!
Contact us on 028 2122 8172 kaitlyn@silverwingsalon.co.uk

range of hotels just minutes
from Glasgow Buchanan
Bus Station.

Company director Aodh
Hannon says people seem to
really love the convenience
of the service as we take you
right into the heart of the
city centre.

“People love the fact that
it’s so hassle-free compared
to flying, no airport transfers
and with no extra charge

=

for luggage it is a massive
help with keeping the cost
of a break down.” said Mr
Hannon.

The service can be booked
online at www.hannoncoach.
com up to 1 hour before
departure or by phone using
the very friendly telephone
booking service.

Call 028 9265 0700 (Mon
— Fri) or visit www.hannon-
coach.com

3|ILE SP
fis MOBILE!
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Lick is Cream of the Crop

Newcastle Gelato Maker, Lick, Celebrates 10 years with

Major Wins at the 2025 Ice Cream Awards!

The annual Ice Cream
Alliance Awards,
a prestigious event
recognizing excellence in
the nation’s beloved frozen
treat, took place recently.
Amidst strong competition, a
small, family-run enterprise
from Newcastle made a
significant impact, securing
the Best of Flavour title
for their Pistachio gelato,
first place in the Flavour
Class for their Caramelised
Biscuit, another first for
Best of Flavour overall, and
ultimately finishing as the
runner-up for the coveted
Champion of Champions
award.

Despite being established
relatively — recently  in
2015, Food NI members
Lick Gelato demonstrated
their ability to compete
successfully against more
established names in the ice
cream industry.

Founded by the Mournes
family and handcrafted in
Newcastle, Lick Gelato
specialises in  authentic
Italian-style  artisan ice
cream. Their philosophy
revolves around crafting
innovative flavour
combinations using high-
quality  ingredients  to
deliver exceptional taste
experiences, offering a wide
variety of options to cater to
diverse palates.

Simon, who accepted
the award for the Open
Flavour Class, commented,
“We are absolutely thrilled.
We always hope for

recognition but never truly
expect to win. To come
away with three awards
is unbelievable, and to be
named runner-up Overall is
just incredible. This success
truly validates all the hard
work and dedication we
put into bringing the finest
handcrafted artisan gelato to
our customers.”

Reflecting on their popular
offerings, Lick Gelato noted,
“Our Vanilla, Pomegranate,
and Pistachio has really
become a signature flavour
for us. Pistachio has been a
long-standing offering, and
we consistently strive to add
our unique touch to classic
flavours.  Recently, our
interpretation of the popular
Dubai Chocolate trend has
been incredibly  popular
and sells out very quickly.
Our customers have truly
embraced pistachio.”

This  year’s  awards
coincide with the family

3[;
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GELATO

feew sy g

COMBINATIONS.

INGREDIENTS.

TASTES.

AWARD

WINNING
NEW
FLAVOURS?
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business celebrating its 10th

anniversary.

With a rich  history
spanning over eight
decades, the Ice Cream

Alliance Awards are a
highly anticipated event
in the industry calendar.
The awards are renowned
for their stringent judging

procedures and their
role in  acknowledging
the  highest  standards
and groundbreaking

developments within the ice
cream sector.

As a cornerstone of the
vibrant ice cream industry,
the Ice Cream Alliance
continues to  encourage
innovation and creativity,
promising a bright and
flavourful future for all.

In addition to the Lick
Gelato café and shop on
27 Central Newcastle
Promenade Lick Gelato is
now also available from
Eurospar, Kilkeel!

n 27 Central Promenade, Mewcastle BT33 0AA

B Open week days & weekends 10am - 10pm

Q60

@lickgelato
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MILNE ADDS TWO MORE SITES TO
HOLIDAY PARK PORTFOLIO

Milne Holiday Parks has recently expanded its portfolio with the exciting acquisition of two new
holiday parks, now known collectively as Groomsport Bay.

This significant
development further
solidifies Milne Holiday
Parks” position as the

leading provider of high-
quality holiday destinations
along the stunning Northern
Irish coastline.

Milne Holiday  Parks
now boasts a collection
of  seven beach-front
parks, offering an enviable
selection of locations for
those dreaming of owning
a home by the Sea. The
addition of Groomsport Bay
complements their existing

parks:  Cranfield  Bay,
Mourneview,  Silvercove,
Pebble Beach, Cranfield

House and Shanlieve All
12x month holiday parks.
Each of these parks offers
unique characteristics and

access to the beautiful
beaches and landscapes
that Northern Ireland is

renowned for.

The appeal of owning a
holiday home at a Milne
Holiday Park is further
enhanced by the attractive
financial options available.
Prospective owners can
step into their dream with
deposits starting from as
little as 10%. Flexible
finance options are available
at low rates, making
holiday home ownership
more accessible than ever.
This allows families and
individuals to invest in a
lifestyle of relaxation and

NOW AT
| EURDS PARICY
KILKEEL

Cranﬁeld Bay Caravan Park

of ownership and allows for ~ Groomsport Bay, further
enjoyment across different  information can be found
seasons, from summer on their website: www.
beach days to cosy autumn  milneholidayparks.com.
retreats and  refreshing  Additionally, individuals
spring escapes with the can  text  “HOLIDAY
added bonus of being able  HOME” to 07860 617

to rent out their holiday
homes with great returns.
For  those interested
in learning more about
owning a holiday home at
any of the Milne Holiday
Parks, including the new

616 to request a call-back
and speak directly with
a representative who can
provide personalised
assistance and details on
available properties and
financing options.

coastal enjoyment without
undue financial strain.

Currently, Milne Holiday
Parks offers an impressive
selection of over 200 new
and pre-owned holiday
homes for sale. This
extensive range ensures that
there is something to suit
various tastes and budgets.
Adding to the appeal, Milne
Holiday Parks is currently
offering free site fees
for 2025 & 2026 on new
purchases, representing a
significant £6000 saving
for new owners. This
limited-time offer presents
a compelling reason to
explore the opportunities
available at their six beach-
front locations.

Owners at Milne
Holiday Parks can enjoy
their holiday homes ALL
Year Round, allowing for
extended breaks and the
flexibility to visit whenever
they desire. This extended
season maximizes the value

+ THE MILL

(/3,(!///( LT crrp —

Norlhem Ireland’s Award Winning Venue
Get married on our premises — Civil Partnerships - Civil Ceremonies

PLANNING YOUR WEDDING IN 2025/26?

Please contact the Mill at Ballydugan

Drumcullen Road, Ballydugan, Downpatrick, BT30 8HZ
Tel: +44 (0)28 4461 3654  Email: info@ballyduganmill.com

Visit our website for more information and to view our brochure

www.ballyduganmill.com

MILNE

6 BEACH FRONT
PARKS
12 MONTH SEASON
AVAILABLE

OWN A NEW

Mourneview:
Silvercove:

Shanslieve:

HOLIDAY PARKS

Cranfield Bay:
Pebble Beach:

Cranfield House:
Groomsport Bay:

.ﬂ{& / vV 8 | Yt
WWW.MILNEHOLIDAYPARKS.COM

HOLIDAY
HOME
FROM AS LITTLE AS
10% DEPOSIT

028 417 65242
028 437 23327
028 417 63136
028 417 63136
028 417 64344
028 417 64344
028 9146 4323

FLEXIBLE FINANCE
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE AT
LOW RATES

OVER 200
NEW & USED
HOLIDAY HOMES
FOR SALE & 2025
FREE SITE FEES

TEXT
"HOLIDAY HOME"
TO

07860 617 616
FOR A CALL-BACK
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Brennan’s Spar, Seaforde
The Seaforde branch of
Brennan’s  Spar, located
on the Newcastle Road
has  recently undergone
a significant investment,
marking a new chapter for
this established business.
Conor McKibbin, who has
been trading in Seaforde
since 1998, oversaw the
refurbishment, which aimed

to expand the store and
enhance the services offered
to meet the evolving needs
of local shoppers.

The extensive upgrade has
resulted in:

Doubled  Fresh  Food
Offering: The store now
boasts a significantly larger
selection of fresh, locally
sourced produce, catering to
those looking for ingredients

Clogher Valley
Agricultural Show
Wednesday 30th July 2025

at Knockmany Road Augher

Everyone is Welcome!
All enquiries to Mrs Ruth Montgomery Secretary
www.cloghervalleyshow.com

Tel: 028 8554 8883
W: www.cloghervalleyshow.com
E: cloghershow27@hotmail.com

MOURNE VIEWS DOWN TO THE SEA
Brennan’s Spar & Service Stations,
Seaforde & Dundrum

Brennan’s Spar & Service Station is a well-regarded local business with a presence
in both Seaforde and Dundrum.

for home-cooked meals.

Expanded Grocery Range:
Beyond fresh food, the
entire grocery range has
been extended, providing
a wider choice of products
for everyday needs and for
stocking up.

New Job Creation: The
expansion has created 10

new full and part-time
jobs for the local area,
demonstrating ~ Brennan’s
commitment to the
community’s economic
well-being.

Enhanced ~ Services: A
key addition is the Post
Office counter, conveniently
located at the checkouts and
open from 8 am to 8§ pm
every day. This provides
a crucial service for the
community, from sending
mail to handling  bill
payments.

Upgraded Food-to-Go:
The popular  Brennan’s
Ice Cream counter
remains a highlight, now
complemented by a new-
look Brennan’s Deli and
a  comfortable  seating
area. Customers can enjoy
breakfast, lunch, and an
all-new range of milkshakes
on-site or to take away. The
introduction of a Barista

Tced machine further
expands their coffee-to-go
offerings.

Texaco Fuel Forecourt:
The four-pump fuel
forecourt  now operates
under the Texaco

brand and offers new pre-

pay at pump options for
added convenience.

Support for Local
Producers: Brennan’s
Spar in Seaforde proudly
stocks products from local
suppliers, including The
Bare Pantry, SPAR Bakery,
Brennan’s Bakery, SPAR
Enjoy Local, and The
Kitchen ranges.

Brennan’s Spar, Dundrum

Located at 12 Main Street
in Dundrum Brennan’s Spar
serves the residents and
visitors of this picturesque
village on a main route from
Belfast and North Down to
Newcastle and the Mourne
area. It operates as a
convenience store offering a
range of groceries, including
own-label products, beer,
wine, and ready meals.

Brennan’s in  Dundrum
provides essential services
such as Everyday Groceries,
Food to Go, Off-Licence,
Barista Bar and Cuisine de
France freshly baked goods.

The recent investment
in the Seaforde store
underscores the commitment
of Brennan’s Spar to adapt
and grow, ensuring they
continue to serve the needs
of their customers in the best
possible way.

By  expanding their
offerings, enhancing their
services, and supporting
local producers, Brennan’s
Spar & Service Station
remains a vital and
appreciated part of both
Seaforde and Dundrum.

Newly refurbished
Convenience

Store,

Deli,

Cafe,

Service Station,

Post Office
Barista Co

Ice Cream,
and More!
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Unlock the Ultimate Outdoor
Adventure: Top Camping
Hacks for Your NI Getaway

Northern Ireland, with its stunning coastline, rolling green hills, and mystical

forests, offers a breathtaking backdrop f

However, even the most
seasoned outdoor enthusiasts
can benefit from a few
clever hacks to enhance their
experience. Whether you’re
planning a family adventure
in a bustling campsite or
a tranquil escape into the
wilder parts of the country,
these tips will help you make
the most of your time under
the Northern Irish skies.

Setting Up Like a Pro:

Pitch Perfect Every Time:
Before you even leave
home, do a practice run of
setting up your tent in your
garden. This will familiarize
you with the process and
ensure all the necessary parts
are present. When you arrive
at your campsite, take a
moment to assess the terrain.
Look for a flat, even surface
away from any obvious
dips or rocks. Placing a
groundsheet or tarp beneath
your tent not only protects
the bottom from damage
and moisture but also makes
packing up cleaner.

Light Up Your Night
Efficiently:  Instead  of
relying solely on a single
lantern,  consider  using
multiple smaller, battery-
operated LED lights or
headlamps. ~ These  are
more versatile for tasks
like cooking or reading
in your tent and conserve
energy. String fairy lights
around your tent for a
cosy ambiance and added

visibility at night. Don’t
forget extra batteries!
Organize  Your  Space:

Keep your campsite tidy
and functional by utilizing
storage solutions. Packing

or a memorable camping holiday.

ey

gear within your backpack
or tent. Consider hanging a
mesh organizer inside your
tent for easy access to small
items like toiletries, phones,
and keys. A collapsible
washing basket can double
as a storage container for
shoes or dirty laundry and
keep the inside of your tent
clean.

Comfort is Key (Even
Outdoors!):

Sleep Soundly: Invest in
a good quality sleeping pad
or air mattress to insulate
you from the cold ground
and provide cushioning.
For added warmth on chilly
nights, place a blanket
underneath your sleeping
bag. A travel pillow can
make a significant difference
in your sleep quality.

Stay Dry and Comfortable:
Northern Ireland’s weather
can be unpredictable. Pack
layers of clothing that you

cubes are fantastic for can easily add or remove
organizing clothing and  as the temperature changes.
WELCOME TO

NORTHERN IRELAND'S
NUMBER 1 DRONE PILOT
TRAINING PROVIDER

DRONE PILOT
TRAINING ACADEMY

BRING YOUR OWN DRONE TO DRONE
PILOT TRAINING ACADEMY AND WE
WILL TEACH YOU HOW TO FLY IT!
DJI Mavic Air 2 | DJI Mavic Pro 2
Available for Beginners Drone Pilot Training
and Demos.

Terms & Conditions apply.

Waterproof  jackets  and
trousers are essential, as is
a good pair of waterproof

walking  boots. Keep
electronics protected
from rain and moisture in
waterproof bags.

Embrace the Natural
Insect Repellent: Midges

and other biting insects can
be a nuisance, especially
during the summer months.
Consider  natural  insect
repellents  like citronella
candles or sprays. Wearing
long sleeves and trousers,
especially at dawn and dusk,
can also help.

Safety First:

Know  Your Location:
Before heading out, research
your chosen campsite or
area and be aware of any
potential hazards. Carry
a map and compass or a
reliable GPS device, and
know how to use them.
Inform someone of your
camping plans and expected
return time.

Cac)s

Contact Robert Dobbin on

07565 481 897

www.dronepilotdeploy.com

First ~ Aid  Essentials:
A well-stocked  first-aid
kit  is  non-negotiable.
Include  essentials  like
bandages, antiseptic wipes,
pain relievers, blister
treatment, and any personal
medications. Familiarize
yourself with basic first-aid
procedures.

Leave No Trace: Respect
the natural environment by
adhering to the Leave No
Trace principles. Pack out
all your rubbish, leave plants
and rocks as you find them,
respect wildlife, and be
considerate of other visitors.

Fire  safety  outdoors
- barbecues,  camping,
countryside  Fire  safety
shouldn’t stop when
you leave your home.
Carelessness outdoors can
have fatal results. Barbecues,
camping and caravanning all
pose fire hazards which can
destroy areas of countryside
and delicate ecosystems.
Dry ground in the summer
adds to the dangers but care

should be taken all year
round!
By incorporating these

camping hacks into your
Northern Ireland holiday,
you'll  be well-equipped
to handle the unexpected,
stay ~ comfortable,  and
fully immerse yourself in
the stunning beauty of the
region. So pack your bags,
embrace the adventure,
and get ready to create
unforgettable memories
under the Northern Irish
stars!

Advanced cosmetic
treatments in Clough
Cushla’s Health & Beauty has the
skills to get the very best
out of your skin!

\-H_‘_____.-/

» SEMI PERMANENT MAKE
» RED VEIN REMOVAL
» SKIN REJUVENATION
« LASER HAIR REMOVAL
 REFLEXOLOGY
» ENVIRON SKINCARE FACIALS

25 Main St, Clough, BT30 8RA

&'

(
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Treat your skin to a new level of health.

To make an appointment,
call Cushla’s Health & Beauty: 028 4481 1937
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CEILINGS, THE FIFTH WALL WITH
SOMETHING TO SAY

The ceiling — sometimes referred to as a room’s fifth wall — often gets short shrift in decorating schemes.

Walls and
furnishings take
centre stage while
the acreage overhead
receives a coat of
neutral white paint,
with perhaps a snazzy
ceiling fixture.

That wasn’t the
case historically.
Plaster ornamentation
and murals  were
used centuries ago,
and the Victorians

really went to town
on the ceiling, with
elaborate  mouldings
and stamped tin
sheeting. Ceiling
medallions graced

more formal spaces
like dining rooms
and parlours, while
timber beams and

tongue-and-groove
boards were popular
in kitchens, bedrooms
and common spaces.
Through the early 20th
century, curvy coving,

panelled grids and
ornate moldings were
popular.

But with the advent

of modernism after
the 1930s, ceilings
became the serene
planes most of us are
familiar with.

Now we’re

B
il

Mendelson,  founder
and creative director
of his New York-based
eponymous design
group. ~"We see them
as an opportunity
to create something
unexpected that adds
to the space.”

As well as millwork
and wallpaper,
Mendelson’s done
custom hand-painting
on ceilings. “It sets it
apart from the rest of

e

looking up again. elements as weII as
Designers are really paint, wallpaper and
getting creative  lighting.

with architectural “Statement ceilings

the home, and gives

are a great way to the space its own
bring detail and  personality,” he says.
visual interest to a Smooth-finished
room,” says Gideon ceilings make it easy

to apply whatever
you can dream up:
paint, peel and stick or
traditional wallpapers,
or even ornamentation

Not ready to fully
dress your ceiling?
You can still add some
excitement there with
a light fixture.

like origami, decals, “A ceiling statement
buttons, faux jewels, doesn’t have to
botanicals, twigs, involve complicated
garlands, ribbon, architectural details,”
stencils or scarves. points  out  Leigh
Command strips will ~ Spicher, design
hold most lightweight studio director for
objects firmly to a the Atlanta-based
smooth ceiling, but homebuilding group
if you’re stuck with Ashton Woods. “It

one of those textured
ceilings, you’ll either
have to refinish it or
opt for wood panelling
or tin sheets.

can also be created by
adding a chandelier
that contrasts in either
style or scale to the
room.”

Balcony Gardens - What You Need To Know

With house prices rising year-on-year, many are finding themselves having to compromise for living accommodation with little or no outdoor living space.

For those in cities
across the globe,
apartment  living is

becoming more and
more  common  as
contractors have begun
building towards the
skies on account of the
limited ground space.
A consequence of

this  drive  towards
urban living has
been that apartment

dwellers have had to be
pragmatic in the use of
their outdoor space -
often limited to only a
balcony area. This has
allowed for the rise
of balcony gardens, a
feature that has grown
in popularity over the
last number of years.
These unique
spaces are the ideal
compromise for urban

dwellers, providing
a comfortable
outdoor seating area

surrounded by plants
whilst  limiting  the
amount of maintenance
work required. Balcony
gardens  are  very
low maintenance on
account of the fact
that they do not have
soil, weeds or pests

and yet still offer the
openness and beauty
factor of any outdoor
space.

When planning your
own balcony garden,

you must firstly
consider whether
it is in the sun or

shade. This tends to
be relatively binary,
either you have sun or
you don’t and can be a
determining factor as
to if a balcony garden
is realistic option.

It is vital that you
think  about safety
when considering
balcony gardens. One
of the main issues is
the risk of something
falling from a
significant height and
causing damage to a
person or their property
below. Be careful that
adequate drainage is in
place and that not too
much weight is put on
the balcony.

Pragmatism is also
key. Work with what
is on offer, if you have
natural  sun, think
about providing shade
and if it’s windy then
consider wind-breaks.

P TULLY CONTRACTS

Building + Roofing Specialists
ROOFS RETILED FROM £3,900

- Extensions
-Sunfooms - Roofs Re-slated
- Loft Comversions - Roofs Repaired

- Garages - Flat Roofs

-Houses Repointed - Chimaeys Renewed
-Lead Work

-New Guttering & Fasca * Free Estimates
-Vent Roof Tiles

* Insurance Work Undertaken
* All Work Guaranteed

25 Years' Experience

Mob: 078 6035 6648

Downpatrick Plumbers
Domestic Plumbing & Heating
Complete Bathroom Refurbishment

Boiler Installation & Servicing
34 Ardmore Avenue, Downpatrick
Call Damien on:

028 4461 4031 or 077105 47513

Even if the view Ieae
a lot to be desired,
this can be blocked by

J HAUGH ELECTRICS

plants or trellis.
In such a confined
space, the scent of

Ross Stewart

1
wmnumnnunslnunnumnzmu

BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED WL’ WINDOWS&'D00RS
WEREPLACE IIIII]I(EH DowN %
DOUBLE GLAZING IIHITﬁIIIlES. HINGES ETC.

tontachosson 018 [IIBlI 2861028 4063 8013

FLAT ROOFING

« SPECIALISTS
Butyl Rubber & Felt Roofing
uPVC Fascia, Soffit & Guttering

Tile, Slate & Guttering Repairs
WORK GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES

Mob: 07803 950645
~ 30 years'experience ~
www.jamesoconnorroofing.co.uk

your balcony is an the utmost importance
essential element of for any balcony.
your space. Creating Even with the most
a scented garden can beautiful display, if

left untouched it will
begin to depreciate and
lose the beauty factor
that it once had. Even
10 minutes a week

both create a magical
area to relax outdoors,
whilst also defusing
throughout your home.
Scented plants can reap

rewards year round by to water, clean and
providing beautiful ~ maintain your balcony
scents. can make a huge
Maintenance is of difference.

Tree Cuttmg
Services G

s Jrees Dismantled

* Dangerous Limbs Removed

* Conifers & Hedges Topped
& Trimmed

* Trees Reduced or pruned

* Stumps Removed

= All Fencing & Paving

* All Waste Removed From Site

* Fully Insured

* Compefitive Rates

* All Work Carried Out By
Cerfified Tree Surgeons

For A Free Quotation Call:

07712 085390
Painting

Interior & Exterior

FREE ESTIMATES
, ) Phone Christopher

078 8750 6826

=3 =5 A U Tl |
Contact: Jackie McMullan, Moneyreagh Contracts
126a Ballystockart Road, Comber. BT23 5PP

Tel: 078 6053 4507

Email: moneyreaghcontracts@live.co.uk

LOUGHRAN

CEONERETIE LTD

IBUilt on a solid foundation

+ Pre-Cast Concrete Products - Mini Mix Concrete

« Floor Screed » Ready Made Mortar
Greenbank Industrial Estate, Rampart Rd, Newry, BT34 20X
Phone: 028 3026 5745 | Fax: 028 3025 2299

www.smithconcrete.co.uk |info@loughranconcrete.com

C.PIMM
PLUMBING

PLUMBING SPECIALIST
Efficient Plumbing &
Heating, Delivered with
Care and Expertise!

+/ GENERAL PLUMBING REPAIRS
+/ LEAK DETECTION & REPAIR
+/ RADIATOR INSTALLATION
& MAINTENANCE
+ TOILET REPAIR & INSTALLATION
+ CENTRAL HEATING REPAIRS

+ 1st & 2nd FIX PLUMBING
+/BLOCKED DRAINS & CLEANING

Tel: 07990325163

pimmconnor8@gmail.com
Newcastle, Co. Down

\ /
®  Derck Graham &

Painting & Decorating

Trading Since 1981

« Interior & Exterior
« Commercial or Domestic
» Wallpapering

FREE QUOTATIONS Keenest Rates

Tel: 078 8931 2785




Page 22 East Down Advertiser

Issue 250 - Support Local

TOP CARS FOR SUMMER MOTORING IN NI

FALLOYaWHEEL

P AC REPAIR CENTRE
Alloy Wheel Professionals

! lHELf\NDS LONGEST ESTABLISHED WHEEL REPAIR BUSINESS
PROPRIETOR D. TOLAND

Lissue Industrial Estate, Moira Road, Lisburn, BT28 2RE
Tel: 02892 621 681 Mob:(0)79 0281 8873

info@alloywheelslisburn.com

(FULLERTON CAR)
AND TRAILER

Large range of

Trailers in stock TRMLERS
Main Bromss dealer i
INSTOCK | o

W == AGENT FOR MAYPOLE TRAILERS
Trailer parts and accessories available

GILFORD ROAD, PORTADOWN
Tel: 028 3883 1697

L Mob: 07564 537104 )

QJamisong

THIS SUMMER!

As we shake off the last of the spring chill and longer, sunnier days beckon, many drivers turn their thoughts to enjoying the

open road.

Whether  it’s  coastal
drives, countryside escapes,
or simply making the most
of the pleasant weather, the
right car can significantly
enhance the summer
motoring experience. Here
are some of the best and
most  recently  released
models that cater to various
summer driving preferences:

For the Wind-in-Your-Hair
Enthusiast: Convertibles

Nothing  quite  says
summer like a convertible,
allowing you to soak
up the sun and fresh air.
Several exciting new and
recent models offer this
exhilarating experience:

* Mazda MX-5: A timeless
classic, the latest iteration of
the MX-5 (launched in 2015
but continuously updated)
remains a top choice for
affordable open-top fun.
Its lightweight design and
engaging handling make it
a joy on winding country
roads. You can choose

INDEPENDENT LAND ROVER VEHICLE SPECIALIST

Sales | Service | Parts

238 Castlecat Road, Dervock, Ballymoney, BT53 8BP
Tel: 028 2074 2888

www.jamisonsgarage.co.uk

1O

Driver Training

JVIEMIEEEN> A &

~ Rl

For all upcoming courses, check our website
www.mcmillendrivertraining.co.uk

McMILLEN

McMILLEN

Forklift Courses
ADR Courses

McMILLEN

McMILLEN

McMILLEN

Training Cent

T: 028 3834 9082

TAXDRIVER

FCECECIC) Periodic Training

drivercpc

Driver CPC Courses

All Classes of LGV Training
Transport Manager's CPC courses

1002 Hill Stret, Lurgan, BT66 6BQ

We are now able
to deliver Taxi CPC

between the traditional soft-
top or the retractable hard-
top (RF) version.

*« BMW 4  Series
Convertible:  For  those
seeking a hit more

practicality and luxury, the
latest 4 Series Convertible
offers four seats and a more
refined driving experience.
It boasts powerful engines,
a premium interior, and a
sophisticated retractable
hardtop that provides good
insulation when closed.

*  MINI Convertible:
If you're after a stylish
and agile city car with
open-top thrills, the MINI
Convertible is a fantastic
option. Its compact size
makes it perfect for
navigating urban  streets,
while its fun handling and
distinctive design add a
touch of summer flair. It’s
available with an automatic

gearbox for relaxed
cruising.

. MG Cyberster:
A newcomer  making

waves as an all-electric

convertible, the MG
Cyberster offers a futuristic
design, powerful electric
performance (up to 496hp),
and impressive range. Its
striking scissor doors and
modern interior make a
statement, offering a unique
blend of open-top driving
and electric mobility.

The Versatile Choice:
Electric ~ \ehicles  for
Summer Adventures

Electric vehicles (EVs)
are becoming increasingly
popular in the UK, and
many of the latest models
are well-suited for summer
motoring, offering smooth,
quiet driving and impressive
range for longer journeys:

e Tesla Model 3
Performance: Continuously
updated, the Model
3 Performance offers
exhilarating ~ acceleration
and a sleek design, making
it ideal for summer road
trips. Its advanced Autopilot
features enhance safety and
convenience on long drives,
while its spacious interior

ensures passenger comfort.

* Renault Scenic E-Tech:
This new electric family car
blends hatchback and SUV
characteristics, offering a
spacious five-seat interior
and a comfortable ride.
With a good range, it’s well-
equipped for summer family
adventures.

* Audi Q6 e-tron: A
recently launched electric
SUV, the Audi Q6 e-tron
boasts  rapid  charging
capabilities, a state-of-the-
art digital interface, and a
generous amount of storage
space, making it a practical
and refined choice for
summer travels.

* Hyundai Ioniq 9: Set
to arrive in the UK, this
large seven-seat electric
SUV offers a long range
and a spacious, futuristic
interior. 1t’s designed for
comfortable long-distance
travel, making it perfect for
family summer holidays.

Features like efficient air
conditioning,  comfortable
seating, and good

infotainment  systems  for

enjoyable road trips are
increasingly common. Keep
an eye out for models with
bright and airy interiors,
large windows, and those
that offer a smooth and
comfortable ride for those
longer summer journeys!
Whether  you  prioritize

open-top thrills,  SUV
practicality with a view,
or the smooth and efficient
experience of an EV, the
current market offers a
wide range of exciting and
recently released models
to make the most of NI’s
summer driving season in
2025.

THE RETURN OF AN ICON: NEW RENAULT 4
E-TECH 100% ELECTRIC NOW AVAILABLE

The new Renault 4 E-Tech 100% electric first seen at the 2024 Paris Motor Show is now available.

Just as the original
Renault 4 was born in
response to the challenges
of its time, the new Renault
4 E-Tech 100% electric is a
retro-futuristic  reinvention
that  reflects  Renault’s
commitment to accelerating
the energy transition.

The front grille is the
first aspect to catch the eye.
Inspired by the original
Renault 4, it is made
from a single 1.45m-long
piece and is unique in the
industry, with its continuous
and illuminated surround
perfectly ~ framing  the

ruckHentaIs

Daily and Contract Hire Specialists

* UANS - TRUCKS 7.5- T7TON
- COMMERCIAL REPRIRS

028 90 827 100

www.truckrentals-ni.co.uk
354 COMBER ROAD, LISBURN BT27 6YE

Renault logo at its centre.
At the rear, the original’s
iconic three-part lights are
given a new lease of life,
with modern lines and a
distinctive LED signature.
These are just two of the
many nods to the original
Renault 4’s design; others
include the bonnet lines
that continue to the bottom
of the grille, the shape of
the rear quarter window,
the three lines sculpted into
the doors that bring to mind
the plastic protectors of the
original and the distinctive
forms in the roof, now
adorned with roof bars.
Larger than the Renault
5 (with which it shares
68% of its components),
the Renault 4 E-Tech 100%
electric offers impressive
interior space thanks to its
extended 2.62m wheelbase.

At 4.14m in length, rear
seat occupants benefit from
16.4cm of knee room, while
headroom of 853cm is
particularly generous for a
B-segment vehicle.

The  dual  horizontal
screens give the cabin a
contemporary look. The

central 10-inch multimedia
screen is standard, and can
feature the award-winning
OpenR Link system with
Google built-in. It provides
access to a range of
Google services, including
Google Maps, which offers
charging-optimised  route
planning, even activating
pre-conditioning  of the
battery as a charging stop
approaches, as well as a
variety of apps from the
Google Play store. First
seen on the Renault 5,
Reno — the virtual travelling

MOTORS

8 Newcastle Rd,
Kilkeel BT34 4AP

° MOT PREP - BRAKES - TIMING BELTS
* SERVICING - CLUTCHES

* DIAGNOSTIC COMPUTER AVAILABLE

* STOCK BATTERIES, BULBS, WIPERS

* NUMBER PLATE SUPPLIER 2D / 3D / 4D

CALL TONY: 07742 507 701

MON-FRIDAY 8:30 - 5:00PM _SAT: Booking Only

Tullyard Business Park, Drumbo,
66 Tullyard Road, Drumbo

\PART WORN TYRES, CARRYDUFF

NEED-A-TYRE 3

We supply tyres for any car,
any van, any make, any model.

Call- 07707 560688

EXCELLENT ODFFERS DN TYRES -
PLUS we guarantee not to be beaten on price!

NEW TYRES ALSO AVAILABLE

B

_ g
oecLanimriurray

AUTO REPAIRS

CELEBRATING 11 YEARS IN BUSINESS

MOT/PSV PREPARATION & SERVICING
CLUTCHES | TIMING BELTS | BRAKES | DIAGNOSTICS

T: 07967 882 554

LOCAL BALLYGOWAN AREA

companion — is also present
on Renault 4 E-Tech 100%
electric. An avatar with real
personality, Reno supports
customers throughout their
ownership experience, both
inside and outside the car.
Reno can answer questions
and perform tasks such
as scheduling charging,
helping to make everyday
life easier.

Renault 4 E-Tech 100%
electric features the new
One Pedal function. By
optimising regenerative
braking, the vehicle
decelerates smoothly when
the driver releases the
accelerator pedal, coming
to a stop without the driver
having to apply the brake.

It joins an array of
advanced  driving  aids
that enhance safety and
driving comfort, many of
which are rarely seen in
the B-segment, including
rear occupant safe exit
alert, active driver assist
combining adaptive cruise
control with Stop & Go and
lane centring assist, as well
as blind spot monitoring
and hands-free parking”.
Renault 4 E-Tech 100%
electric will also feature
My Safety Shield, a feature
that can be found across
the Renault product range,
which allows drivers to
activate  their  preferred

settings at the touch of a
button.

\

. Heatlng Oll Agrlcu!tural 0|I
5 Derv & Petrol Manne
Coal & Smokeless Fuels
« Lubricants & Oil Tanks

Now Stocking Wood Pellets * |
Prompt Dsﬁvsry Payment Plans Avaﬂab!s

Tel: 02814176 2310\
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FEARS NEW CARTRENDS WILL
DRIVE UPYOUR INSURANCE

Keeping up with the latest car trends could lead to drivers paying more on their
insurance premiums, according to price comparison site CompareNI.

In a survey of 800 drivers
in Northern Ireland, Com-
pareNI discovered that when
it comes to growing car
trends such as the increase
in vehicle size year on year,
it seems many local drivers
are not in favour and fear the
expense.

When asked why they
were not a fan of bigger
cars, 15% of those surveyed
felt these types of vehicles
use too much fuel, while a
further 15% said they were
too expensive to buy.

Meanwhile,14% were put
off by the potentially higher
cost of car insurance, while
11% pointed to larger cars
being more difficult to park.

Only 11% said they liked
bigger cars, claiming they
felt safer driving these vehi-
cles. Despite all the ‘upscal-
ing’ going on in the motor-
ing world, it would appear
the public seem to prefer a
smaller option.

A resounding 85% of
those surveyed admitted
they thought that the big-
ger the car, the more the
insurance is likely to be, this
however, is not always the
case.

Size alone is unlikely to
affect insurance premiums.
Chances are, bigger cars
may be more expensive as
they have more advanced
technology on board, more
powerful engines or in gen-
eral, are more expensive to
buy - all of which will likely
have an effect on the price of
the car insurance.

When it comes to other
motoring trends, interest
in the electric car option is
starting to pick up pace, but
drivers are being warned
that unforeseen issues may
lead to higher costs and
higher insurance premiums.
To replace an electric car
battery for example, could
cost from £4,000 to £16,500
depending on the type of car
and the size of the battery. *

There’s also a danger of
accidentally  voiding the
insurance altogether, some
home insurance providers
recommend that EV home
chargers get checked an-
nually by a professional,
**failing to do so may void
the policy and leave people
unprotected.

New technology in cars
could also affect insurance
premiums. Whether it’s the
very latest audio system
or lane departure warning
system, the more technology
present, the more expensive
the car is likely to be and
the greater the risk of theft,
something insurance provid-
ers take into consideration
when determining risk.

Also, the larger the
amount of software systems
and the more online connec-
tivity the car has, the greater
the cybersecurity risk.***
Encryption and firewall
systems can help control this
but it’s an additional risk in-
surance providers are likely
to take into consideration.

Al will also leave its mark
on the automobile revolu-

JCCampbell

.co.uk

THENEW
MG3 HVBRIDM

JC Campbell

Special Offer Additional
£500 contribution

JCC Price £i5,995

tion, with Al powered brak-
ing systems and advanced
driver assistance systems.
Al can look out for the
blind spot and help with a
smooth transition to a new
lane. ****The sensors in
the car can keep drivers a
safe distance from the car
in front, but be aware that
the more advanced features
a vehicle has, the higher
the insurance cost is likely to
be as they can be expensive
to repair and replace and
increase the overall cost of
the vehicle.

The arrival of the hydro-
gen car could also mean a
more expensive vehicle.
While the hydrogen is con-
verted into electricity and
may indeed offer a cleaner
option, the hydrogen fuel
cell option is expensive to
manufacture, costing much
more than a gas or electric
option. The fuelling points
are not that prevalent, with
only a handful across the

Jonny Mcilwaine

Agricultural Sales & Service

Tractor Repair Specialist

- Diagnostics - Semcmg

- Repairs

Tel: 077 5650 9156

77 Mountview Road, Ballynahinch

" MOTABILITY RANGE
FROM E149 ADVANCE PAYMENT

ESD0 OFF THE ALL NEW MG HS AND E250 OFF THE REST OF THE RANGE

ALL NEW HS PLUG-IN HYBRID

Advance Payment

was £4,299
NOw E3,799

11 Old Warrenpoint Road, Newry, United Kingdom, BT34 2PF |

NEW MG HS

Advance Payment
was £999

NOW E499
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UK, which creates an added
problem. BMW intend to
unveil a hydrogen powered
car in 2028, which will be
expected to travel further
than the current hydrogen
fuel cell options and poten-
tially further than any elec-
tric vehicle currently on the
market, *****

Car ownership is also
changing in 2025. The
subscription-based model is
becoming more popular, as
motorists can pay a monthly
fee to use the car for a set
period.******  The insur-
ance can be included in the
subscription fee and drivers
can change the car whenever
suits them. Given the finan-
cial pressures currently fac-
ing the UK, this may pose an
interesting  proposition for
many drivers.

CompareNI helps drivers
compare and find savings on
all sorts of motoring prod-
ucts, such as car, van and
motorbike insurance.-

WE STOCK THE FULL RANGE OF

SLURRYKAT EQUIPMENT INCLUDING

* Tankers ® Dribblebars and Trailing Shoes
e Agitators and Sheargrabs

* Doda Pumps and reelers ®* Oroflex hose

* Full range of parts for all manufacturers

ALSO STOCKISTS OF THE FOLLOWING
* SUMO Grassland and Tillage equipment
* Onallar sprayers 400 — 1500 Litre * Tuffmac Trailers all sizes

SlurryKat

Grove Machinery, 95 Tandragee Road,
Gilford, Co. Down, BT63 6HP

Office: 028 38 830992 Mark: 07701 246349
Justin: 07921 336822

sales@grovemachinery.com | www.grovemachinery.com

o

Find us on'lfid

Get More

THE NEW
MG ZS HYBRID+

JC Campbell
Special Offer Additional

£750 contribution
JCC Price £22,495

NEW MG HS

JC Campbell Special Offer
Additional Up to £2,000 Contribution

ALL NEW | JcCPrice £25,995
£23,995

MG HS

ALL NEWHS
PLUG-IN HYBRIL

THANKS TO JCC CONTRIBUTION

"% Motability FUPTO EEQQ
JO

2 Scheme

THE NEW MG3 HYBRID+

Advance Payment
was £399

NOW E148

MG4EY

Advance Payment
was £2,999

NOW E2,748

THE NEW MG ZS HYBRID+

Advance Payment
was £499

NOW E249

Call: 028 41738691 | www.jccampbell.co.uk




Q) We answer calls faster.

Just Call.

=2V,
A " through to our
local team on:

028 91311011
sure

Motor, Home & Business Insurance

www.weresure.com Find us on li U @
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